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VEELLI NGTON PAPERS 8/ 1/2 30, 478 words

General C ausewitz account of the canpaign in the Netherlands in
1815 begi nning the 22 page of the 8th vol of his works on War.

Bonaparte's attack on Wl lington & Bl Gcher.

Before the Russians were sufficiently advanced & before the
great arny on the Upper Rhine was forned a force of the allies
existed already in the Netherlands & on the Lower Rhine to contend
with. It was sufficiently great that a decided victory over it
would be of essential advantage to the general affairs of
Bonaparte & yet not so large that he should despair of the result.
Bonaparte had it in his power and also w shed to begin the war
against this force before the others had passed his frontiers. He
chose the | ast nonent when Schwartzenberg had nearly collected his
pay & the Russians were about fourteen Marches off. He probably
put off the attack to so late a period because his forces were
much increased during the last days for otherwise it would have
been deci dedly nore advant ageous to have begun earlier in order to
gain tinme fully to defeat this force over the Lower Rhine before
the others could begin to have any infl uence.

The great principle which Bonaparte adopted for the canpaign
was to burst forth with an attack on the allied armes in Bel gium
& on the Maes first because these were nearest & therefore the
first to be subdued & easiest to reach 2nd because they were
conmanded by the nost enterprising |leader & therefore were the
nost to be feared. On these accounts he assenbled nunmbers of his
troops on this point quite disproportion to the general nunber of
enem es opposed to him He certainly could do nothing better &
this was certainly the only way in his difficult & precarious
situation to attain sone fixed position. He could only hope by a
splendid victory over Blucher & Wllington the two generals in
whom the allied sovereigns placed their principal confidence & by
a total destruction of their armes a blow which would create
admration in France confusion anongst the allies & astonishnent
in Europe he could | say only hope by these nmeans to increase his
power &



thus to nake hinself equal to contend with his opponents.

If he did not obtain this victory or if the allies were not
prevented by it froman inmediate inroad into France it would be
I npossible for himto save hinself from a second destruction the
forces of the allies were as follows in the first half of June.

1 The army of the Netherlands under Wellington in Belgium
100,000 nen consisting of English Hanovarians Netherl anders
Brunswi ckers & Nassauers troops.

Bl tcher on the Maes - 115 000 nen
Al'lied troops on the Mdsel - 20,000 nen
The total of this force - 235,000 nmen

2 The Russian Arny in

march toward the

M ddl e Rhine - 140, 000 nen

3 The Austrian Arny

together with the allied

troops from Sout h Ger many

on the Upper Rhine - 230,000 nen

4 The Austrians
& Sardinians in Italy - 60, 000

Total Allied force - 665,000 nen
Agai nst these nmasses

t he French had of

regul ar arny about 180, 000 nen

Nat i onal guards 15, 000

Total in the field 195, 000 nmen



If to these are added about 80,000 men which during the
course of the canpaign nmay have been drawn from the garrison of
the fortified places it wll be seen that the French had a
struggle wth 275,000 against 665,000 or rather they nust
victoriously overcone this. But there was 100,000 nen of Prussian
troops advancing viz the @uards the 5th & sixth corps of nany
regi ments belonging to the four other corps. Besides these nmust be
nunbered at the later period the Neapolitan & Danish troops as
well as the result of new corps to be forned in Gernmany e.g. the
seventh Prussian corps in Westphalia. to get the better of such a
superiority in point of nunmbers would require a mracle & what
Bonaparte states as havi ng happened during the canpaign of 1814 as
a proof of its possibility is mere sophistry. The results which he
produced against the allies in 1814 were neither the mlitary
results against an eneny two or three tines his superior for he
beat them swiftly & was either superior or equal in nunbers. Nor
did these victories produce any strategical result against the
whole for the Canpaign finished with his fall. They were the
result of well arranged strategical conbinations of a great
energy, which however as they with all their success could not
produce any favourable result on the whole sufficiently prove how
I nsurnountabl e the difficulties nust be of a certain inequality of
force.

W do not by any neans to suggest that a successful issue of
the war to Bonaparte was totally inpossible but to say that in any
war between civilised nations where the forces & the node of
calling them are not very different that nunbers generally decide
nore than has been usually admtted & that those that were here in
exi stence according to all theoretics of historical possibility
had al ready decided the war.

Position of the forces on both sides.

The followng were the divisions & position of the French grand
arny in the begi nning of June.

1 Corps Erlon at Lille 22,000
2 Reill e Val enci ennes 24, 000



3 Vandamme Mezieres 17, 000
4 Grand Theonville 16, 000
6 Lobau Laon 14, 000

The Grand Montier Paris26, 000
The four cavalry reserve corps 15,000

total 129, 000

The Allied Arny which was opposed to the French Gand Arny was
di vided & placed as foll ows.

Vel | i ngton

from Vandenacte to Ath
but Colville's division
had a brig under Gen
Johnston in Newport.

2 corps whi ch however stood

on the right wing

General Hill consisting of
Cinton's Division 6,800

Prince Fred k of O ange

Net her |l and bri gade Anthing 3, 700
di vi sion Stedman 6, 600

Total 23, 800
fromAt to Nivells

1st Corps Prince of Orange
on left wing
Cook' s division 4,100
Alten 6, 700
2nd Net herl and D vi si on
Per ponchet 8, 000

1st Net herl and D vi si on

Chasse 6, 900



Col I aret Division
of Netherland Cavalry 3,700

34, 400

Beseror under the i medi ate
conmand of Wl lington

Mto round Brussells

Picton's D vision 7,000
Bri gade of Hanoveri an
Landwehr 4, 800

CGCen Decker Hanoveri an
Landwehr 9, 300

Brussel | s from Ghent by
M nove to Mons

Duke of Brunsw ck 6, 800
Nassau troops 2,900
Ld Uxbridge's Cavalry 9, 800

Total of Wellington's Arnmy 98, 900

Prussi an Arny under Bl Gcher

1st Corps Gen. Ziethen

Near Charleroi 27,000

2 CGen Pevil near Nanmur 29, 000
3 Thi el man near Vi ney 24, 000
4 Bul ow near Liege 35,000

Tot al 115, 000

The troops of the Northern
German Al lies under GCeneral
St uke near Tours 20, 000

1 Note witten in margin by Sir Francis Egerton, |ater the 1st
Earl of Ellesnere: There is a wong addition here. The cyffers
gi ven make only 29, 400.



Consi derati ons respecting the disposition of the force of the Duke
of Wellington. Prelimnary observations which nmust be made.

In order to extract from the above detailed position of the
forces a clear & instructive result we nust have nmany nore
materials than we possess. No one of the historical witers who
have hitherto described his canpaign has found it necessary to
enquire after these facts & all that we have in so far as it
respect the strategical circunstances of the canpaign that is a
sufficient explanation of the circunstances which existed before
the two battles is as inconplete & scanty as that of any canpaign
of the 17th century

The principal circunstances which all require are

1st A conplete & authentick order of battle of the Wllington
arny, from which mght be extracted the disposition of the forces
& the division of the comrand

e.g. In that which we have given the hanoverian Landwehr
under Ceneral Decker is reckoned as a part of the Grand reserve it
stood however on the extremty of the right wing took no part in
the engagenent & appears to have destined to Garrison certain
pl aces such as Antwerp, Ostend & Ypres Lyon's brigade belonging to
Colville's division stands in Newport does not conme to the
engagenent & was probably al so garrison.

The first corps under the Prince of Oange which ought to
have the right wing stands in the dislocation on the left in a
simlar manner and order of the divisions. e.g. Perponchet &
Chasse is reversed. Wth respect to Collaret's Netherland division
of cavalry it does not appear clearly what its destination was
previous to the 18th. In short what we know of the order of battle
of this arny is so msted up with confusion that those di sposition
whi ch



in the strategical consideration of a canpaign depend on the order
of battle of which there are always a great nunber fail altogether
here or are very uncertain.?

The preparation for ?3 & views of the Duke of Wellington.+4

It is immterial to us to know what plans Wellington &
Bl icher had nade to invade France since Bonaparte by his attack
anticipated this. But his forces which were collected for his
attacks remained so was in a defensive position before they nade
it that a plan nust have been nade for this situation of things.
O his plan for the allied Netherland arny we know not hi ng.

Wth respect to the Prussian arny alone no doubt arises. It
was placed with two corps in the valley of the Maes where the
cities of Liége, Thiers, & Nanur afford quarters to a |arge body
of troops & had one corps on the Sanbre near Charleroi the other
on the right bank of the Maes near Viney which two corps tw ce put
forward like a pair of feelers. The headquarters were at Nanur
three or four mles from the advanced corps & connected wth
Brussel | s by chaussee. The position extends eight mles in breadth
eight mles in depth & the forces can be collected at the centre
in two days; but may reckon on two days being allowed under any
circunstances. If the forces are collected they may either give
battle if considered strong enough for this purpose or they nay
retire in any direction for they have no object which confines
them to any particular spot or prevent their acting as freely as
possi bl e.

2 Note [Egerton?] in margin: | do not know whether the
expl anations required can now be afforded. It does not seemto ne
of nmuch i nportance.

3 The word is obliterated by a |large blot.

4 Note in margin [Egerton?]: This is an inportant chapter.



All this was clearly not the case with the arny of the Duke
of Wellington. The quarter of this arny from Mns to the sea
nmeasures nore than twenty mles, the depth from Tournay to Antwerp
about fifteen. The headquarters at Brussells are ten mles from
the front line of the Quarters. Such an arny cannot be collected
onits center in less than 4 or 5 days. But the line of the French
fortress is nmuch too near e.g. the Geat fortress Lille is only
one march from Tournay for one to reckon upon four to five days
for collecting the arny.s

But was the collecting of his arny on any one point the
object of the Duke of Wllington? Was the nmere uniting the arny
enough or nust it take place preferably on this or that point to
protect any particular circunstance or to enable him to Act in
concert with Bl tcher?

But if the concentration of his forces on any one point was
not the intention of the Duke of Wllington but a defence with his
forces nore or |less divided we nust again ask: Wat was the object
of each of their positions of his forces & what was his connected
obj ect of the whole?

O all this one does not hear a word. It is easy to suppose
that the Duke set great store on Brussells but even we were to
abide by this & to consider this as the only object to be
protected a great nmany considerations will present thenselves as
to the inportance of this object.

What was the basis of Wllington' s arny of operations. Its
ultimate retreat, or the freedom it had on this point are
circunstances of the greatest inportance in reference to what it
was capabl e of perform ng.

Lastly what fortified places did it possess that is places
which mght be left for a time to defend the reserves. The
accounts whi ch we have

5 Liverpool's note in margin: The mles nentioned are Cernman
mles equal to a french post or four English mles. This
observation applies to every nention of mles by O ausewtz.



speak of places where works had been undertaken but do not nention
how these works were conpleted & still less how far they were
garrisoned & provisioned.

That the Duke was prepared on all these matters does not
admt a doubt, but we know nothing about it & cannot therefore
judge how far the views which he had taken on them was adapted to
the circunstances. If we mght venture to conjecture w thout any
certain data the intention of the Duke appears to have been as
follows. Bonaparte if he attacks will advance agai nst nme & Bl tGcher
in several colums & on an extended line, & it therefore behol ds
me (the Duke) to make such arrangenents that he may find
everywhere a sufficient resistance whilst | (the Duke) keep nyself
in readiness with a sufficient reserve to hasten to the point
where the eneny's chief force may be directed and then that | may
still be in a condition to give battle to this principal force
before it reaches Brussells.

If the French advanced with their principal force fromtheir
left wing that is from the neighbourhood of Lille the reserve
which was in Brussells by joining with H Il mght give battle
somewhere on the Dender by Alt with half or three quarters of the
whole arny that is to say if tine and circunstances allowed the
left wing to be drawmn forward. If the arny advanced wth her
principal force fromthe center that is from the nei ghbourhood of
Maubeuge or Val enci ennes the reserve nust unite with the Prince of
Orange & if circunstances allowed with a portion of HII's corps
in order to offer battle on the road from Mons to Brussells. |If
t he eneny advanced fromhis right wing with his private force that
is towards Charleroi or Namur the reserve & perhaps a portion of
the left wing could hasten to the assistance of the Prussians. It
is easily seen that for all these plans two days were sufficient
for it dependent only on the uniting of the corps of HIl & the
Prince of Orange that union with the reserve at Brussells could be
affected by retreating a days nmarch. Wth these intentions the
preparati ons of the Duke appear sufficient for he could scarcely
fail to have two days tine.

It was with these views that Bl iucher & Wl lington agreed in a
conference they had at Niron in the beginning of My, & we nust
therefore



understand the Duke's expression of collecting his arnmy at Quarter
bras & comng to the assistance of Blucher in his position at
Sanbre to nean only the smaller part of his army what Wellington
hi nsel f m ght consider his chief force that is the reserve united
with the left wing. For to unite the whole arny of Wllington
whi ch was stretched over an extent of 20 German miles in tw days
on the extrene left wing that is at Nvells or Quatre bras was
absolutely inpossible at nost Cinton's left division of HIIl's
corps about 6000 nen could effect this;- this supposition
occasioned by the extent of the Wllington quarters is further
confirmed by the | eaving Prince Frederick of Orange near Hall that
is at the division of the road from Brussells & Lille &
Val enci ennes that 19,000 nmen could certainly have been at the
battle on the 18th. Up till now no other explanation of their
being left behind has been given than that they should cover
Brussells on that side.

Observati ons

If we choose now to allow ourselves to consider these
circunstances as historical facts & then submt themto criticism
it will be evident that the usual conduct of Bonaparte & the
circunstances of the noment were not rightly understood. The whol e
supposition of a divided advance upon an extended line is taken
fromother tinmes, other |eaders, & other circunstances. Bonaparte
has set the exanple of daring to venture everything on the result
of one single great battle. W say venture not because nore is
t hus ventured than when the forces & exertions all divided, on the
contrary circunstances nay arise and which much nore nmay be
ventured in the second way than in the first, but we call it a
venture because the mnd of man, w thout reference to any accurate
consi deration shrinks back from this enornous decision to
concentrate everything into the nonent of a battle. It is as if
our spirit felt itself in too snmall a space we feel darkly that if
time only was allowed us we should find new resources wthin
ourselves. Al this however when it is not occasioned by sone
external circunstances but only arises fromour internal feelings
is only the weakness of human nature. Men of strong mnds wl
easily surnmount this weakness and in this respect Bonaparte's m nd
nmust be reckoned anong the strongest.



Bonaparte was the first who ventured everything on the result of a
single battle. W nust state further: he always preferred this
species of decision when it was allowed by circunstances. But
circunstances allow this decision by one inportant battle
particularly if the result is to produce a great decision. Again a
great decision can only be the result in the two foll ow ng cases.

1. If we know that our adversary w shes it & we cannot avoid it.

2. Wen this is to depend upon ourselves it can only be effected
when we have the neans of conpleting it. A man should only seek
one of these conpleat victories when he has the neans of profiting
by all its results for great dangers always acconpany a great
victory.

The | ast of these cases is what occurred to Bonaparte in al
his Wars of invasion - the first case was what had now befallen
hi m

Supposi ng that Bonaparte fornmerly when he nade war only to
satisfy his anbition & his desires for fanme never avoids the nobst
important results nothing |less could be expected of him on the
present occasion when a snall advantage could be of no use & where
a conpleat victory & one which should surpass all succeedi ng ones
could alone give hima better prospect of posterity.

The nost urgent probability was therefore this that Bonaparte
would burst forth with his whole force against one particular
poi nt .

Lord Wellington had never conmanded opposing Bonaparte.
Perhaps the reason is to be found in this circunstance. Wiy this

consi deration did not strike himso forcibly as it would have done
any others who had been struck by the lightening of his great
battl es.

If Lord Wellington had made these reflections he would have
made quite a different disposition of his quarters as they were
di sposed it was inpossible for him to appear on any field of
battle in Belgiumw th his forces



united or in any connected operations with Blicher. It could not
however be his intention to place a considerable mass of his
forces so as not to be able to co-operate with him

Posi tion and union of the Prussian Arny.

Let us |eave the views which Ld Wllington had respecting his
whole arny & particularly respecting his right wing in the dark
out of which we cannot draw them because his original account of
the battle does not afford us any clues & no witer has fairly
considered this subject, and | et us keep to the circunstance which
was nore imrediately connected with the events, viz that in case
the eneny attacks Blucher Ld Wllington would cone to his
assistance with his reserve with his left wing, & perhaps with
part of his right wing: In this manner we shall make the necessary
observations on this subject as well as for what respects that
affecting Bl icher's Arny

W have said above that the Prussian Arny was placed that it
stretched eight German mles each way & could be collected within
two days upon Nanmur. We neant however except from the corps of
north German Allied troops which was placed near Tours This was
indeed under the conmmand of Field WMarshall Bliucher but was
destined to remain on the Msel, even if this destination was no
better than that of Wellington's right wing, this did not depend
upon Field Marshall Bl ucher who did not reckon this corps as a
part of his own army. In respect of this arny no other intention
exi sted but on the approach of the eneny to unite it & so united
turn it whichever way the circunstances required & this was
against a Ceneral like Bonaparte & wunder the particular
circunst ances the best groundwork of all further operations

Parti culars of the French Attack

In order that we may be consistent as to what task woul d be
i nposed on the Prussian Arny after it had been united we nust ask
ourselves what the particulars were of the eneny's strategical
attack. The object of Bonaparte in this attack as we have already
said could only be a conpl eat



victory over both armes. |If he occasioned such a defeat to one or
both of them that Blidcher nust retreat across the FRhine &
Vel lington into Zealand if his trophies of victory were hundreds
of cannon & thousands of prisoners, if he broke the noral strength
of both armes, if he shook the courage of both generals weakened
their spirit of enterprise: - then he mght hasten with a portion
of his victorious arny even if it was only 50,000 nmen to the Upper
Rhine & mght forman arny united with corps? of 80,000 nmen which
being increased by reinforcenents from the interior would in
effect really anount to 100, 000. The trenmendous bl ow on the Lower
Rhine would inevitably have produced delay & indecision on the
Upper Rhine the arrival of Bonaparte woul d have changed delay into
anxiety for their own safety. A speedy retreat of all this corps
whi ch was on the left bank of the Rhine or an unexpected defeat of
t hem woul d have been the next consequence.

Al though there would not have been any sufficient reason
according to all calculations of force to delay the attack upon
France after the above nentioned events beyond the period of the
arrival of the Prussians & after that Blucher & Wllington had
recovered thenselves a little, it is however very probable that
the noral effect of the victory would not have be so soon renoved.
The judgnment which had been shaken & weakened by the effects of
such a defeat woul d have believed in the possibility of the arm ng
of enornmous nunbers of the inhabitance of France & as it were of
armes rising out of the ground. But her nost distinguished
| eaders woul d not have been on the spot, the last nore than 100
German mles distant fromthe principal ready venture & it is thus
possi ble that a very absurd tinme would have el apsed before things
could be so far in order that an advance m ght be thought of.

On the other side now would not such a victory have
electrified France! the vain selfsufficient French would have | aid
aside in the triunph of this victory both royalty & republicani sm
the arny would have fallen out of the hands of the people of La
Vendee & Bonaparte's situation in respect of the interior of
France woul d have been totally altered.

For all far removed fromthe general opinions that after such
a victory the situation of Bonaparte would have Proved as
favourable, as firm &



as unconquerable as it was uncertain before, such propositions are
nostly contrary to the nature of things & for historical criticism
a very unworthy subject of declamation. W think on the contrary
that after the nost splendid victory Bonaparte's prospects stil
remai ned imensely difficult, that such a victory only gave him
the possibility of resistance against the united forces of the
eneny. If he hinself considers the fall of the English mnistry
and peace with this power as the greatest i medi ate consequence of
such a victory this nmust the nore confirmus in the view we have
taken how weak & uncertain he considered his position, as he
wi shes to conceal this by such illusions.

A splendid victory over the united arny of the Netherlands is
therefore the nobst urgent want of Bonaparte; but this being so
his | eadership has one only object & this is the conbined arny &
not any geographical circunstance as Brussells or the right bank
of the Maes or of the Rhine.

Were we are treating of a great commanding decision,
geogr aphi cal points & the connections between these & the arny can
be of no inportance to the wundertaking, for the inmediate
advant ages which they give, are too insignificant to the distant &
new influence which they mght have on the events of the war,
demands too nuch tinme to produce any real effect: the great event
of a battle canme forward |ike a powerful stream so weak a piece of
scaffol ding. The activity of Bonaparte's could therefore only have
been directed to such an object in so far as it would have
afforded him a nore advantageous prelimnary to the battle,
particularly if it had given himthe nmeans of rendering the battle
nore inportance & nore decisive, for this was his real desire
Getting into the rear of the eneny's arny in order afterwards with
a reversed front to attack it & to cut off its conmunications &
its natural retreat is in nost cases a never failing nmeans of the
conpl etion of the whole scene of war, but this is not always so &
particularly was not so on the present occasion.

Much was said by our people of the necessity of maintaining
possession of the right bank of the Maes as Bl icher's position on
both banks of the river depended upon this, in the sane manner
great consequence was attached by Ld Wllington to the covering of
Brussel | s But what coul d



happen if Bonaparte had ganed possession before the battle of the
ri ght bank of the Maes or even of Brussells? The arm es woul d have
experi enced sone uninportant |osses of ammunition & other matters
of baggage & perhaps provisions & besides in the first case the
Prussians & in the second the English arny would have had their
natural line of retreat cut off. Now it is clear that this |ast
circunstance would be no particular disadvantage to either
commanders, for Blucher could as well unite hinself for a short
time with Wellington & retreat on Mechlin & Antwerp; as Wl lington
united with Blicher could turn hinself towards the Maes. The
| osses which both commanders woul d experience in case of a |ost
battl e, would not have been severely increased by this neans for
under the circunstances they would neither have to fear a |ong
line of retreat nor the possibility of being surrounded.

It was therefore clearly to be foreseen that Bonaparte woul d
not |et any value on such a turning of the position of the allies,
whi ch he nust purchase by the abandonnent of the greater advantage
arising out of a quick & successful attack & by which in case of
reverse he woul d expose hinself to great danger. W are therefore
of opinion that the two commanders m ght have united their forces
on one point & have felt secure that wherever this point |ay
Bonaparte would seek after it. This union could not well have
taken place previously on account of the difficulty of supplies
but the settling the point of union was quite at their discretion,
& was not in any way dependent on the direction that Bonaparte
hi nsel f chose.

The point of junction of the two allied arm es.

The nobst natural point of junction lay on the road from
Brussels to Nanmur, where both could join the soonest. Now it had
been found by Bl icher's staff that the nei ghbourhood of Sanbre on
this road 21/2 mles from Namur & only one mle from the road
whi ch goes across Brussells to Charleroi on which Wllington neant
to collect his left wing was particularly well suited for a field
of battle against an eneny who cane from the Sanbre. The Ligne
brook & a snall tributary stream belonging to it form on that
place parallel with the chaussée from Sanbre to Vallatre a piece
of ground which s neither very elevated nor steep but
sufficiently so that was an excellent position for



every description of force was formed on the left side of the
val | ey whi ch was the highest.

This position was of noderate extent (I/2 German mle) so

that being occupied by two corps it mght be defended for a |ong
tinme. Blucher under these circunstances retained tw corps at
liberty to attack, whereby he could either alone or in conjunction
with Wl lington deci de the acti on.

It was true that the mlitary peculiarity of this position
related only to the Case of an eneny comng from Charleroi, but as
the strategical peculiarities besides of this position fully net
every possible situation. it was natural that its mlitary
peculiarity for this one case shoul d decide its adoption.

If both armes united here in proper tine either in one
position or in tw so nearly connected that they could act in
concert, they would have thus done everything which their
destination required, they nust then have left the rest at the
fate of arns which their great superiority of nunbers they have no
reason to fear. Wether Bonaparte took the road to Brussells or
anywhere el se he nust have been obliged hinself to seek out his
opponents. But we have already said that Ld \ellington appeared
quite averse to such concentration of the forces & to such a
simplifying of the conmbination, if he remained in his intended
position whatever novenent t ook place. On the French arny a
concentration on any one point was inpossible but even if it was
possi bl e he did not choose it. The idea of exposing Brussells for
however short a period appeared to him quite inadmssible & as
this place was quite open it appeared inpossible to protect it
from casual attacks by a garrison alone. It is therefore certain
that if Bonaparte had advanced from Lille or Valenciennes on
Brussells, Ld Wellington would have hastened to oppose him on the
one case on the road from Tournay in the other on that from Mns,
& then Bl tcher in order not to remain idle nust have equally noved
thither which he could have acconplished from Sanbre on the road
from Tournay in about 36 hours. They mght have united in the
nei ghbour hood of Enghien or at the worst near Hall in order to
oppose the eneny as Sanbre lay exactly on this road, this point of
concentration was in this respect also conpletely well



chosen.

On the other hand this point of concentration was quite
i nproper to resist the eneny on the right bank of the Muse in
case the eneny should advance on that side. But how shoul d Bl Gcher
even have thought of collecting his arny in time on the right bank
of the Meuse & still less could he expect to receive there any
assi stance from the English general. Bl ucher therefore understood
better than Wellington to admt those considerations which was not
i nperatively prescribed by the circunstances. On the |left bank of
the Meuse he was sure of supporting Wllington & if Bonaparte
nmeant to attack hi m Bonaparte nust hinself pass the Meuse.

Cal cul ations of time for connections. The Prussian Arny.

W see then the Duke of Wellington in uncertainty where he is
to expect the eneny, & ready to neet him everywhere with the
greater part of his troops. W see Bl icher resolved as soon as the
eneny advances to concentrate his arny on Sanbres where he is near
enough to the arny of the Duke & support it or be supported by it.

If we consider now the tinme which both armes enployed to
concentrate & if we conpare it with the time they would have had
considering the position of their advanced corps under the nost
untoward circunstances, we shall find no satisfactory result.

Charleroi as a point is the nearest to the point of
concentration (Sonbreffe) & only 21/2 German mles distant.
Supposing that the news of the advance of the eneny goes from
Charleroi to Namur & the order is sent fromthence to Liege as the
nost distant quarter for assenbling the Arny, the time required

for this will be at least sixteen hours. If we add to this eight
hours as tine necessary for giving orders & drawing out the
troops, we shall see that 24 hours will be required before the

fourth <corps can begin its mnmarch. The distance from the
nei ghbour hood of Liege to Sonbreffe is ten German mles for this
di stance two days nmarch would at |east be required & consequently
three days nust elapse before this corps could reach its
destination. The resistance



of Genl. Ziethen on the Sanbre & his retreat to the nei ghbourhood
of Fleurus does not furnish nore than one day, that is he mght
stop the eneny from norning to Evening after which the night wd.
be occupied by his retreat.®

Now it mght naturally be expected that this advance of the
eneny woul d not be first perceived by his cannonry but at |east by
the last quarter that he occupied previous to the attack of our
troops, it would even be very probable that by other channels this
intelligence would reach us some day sooner. In this latter
supposition the time wd. suffice for assenbling the whole arny,
but if the tinme was confined to the positive appearance of the
eneny, the second & third corps could al one have joined the first
at Sonbreffe & even the third with difficulty & the fourth could
not have joined at all in time. This danger was fully appreciated
at Bl icher's headquarters, there were however many difficulties in
maki ng the Corps of Bl Ucher approach nearer; it received however
orders on the 14th as soon as the French was perceived to be in
notion, to advance to the neighbourhood of Hannut which is only
five mles fromthe point of concentration consequently it m ght
have reached it sooner than the 3rd corps which was 6% mles
distant fromit. An accident as we shall presently see hindered
this advance from so inmmediately taking place & it consequently
did not produce these results.

Bl Gicher therefore thought that he could collect his forces at
Sonbreffe in 36 hours altho the chances were 100 to one, that the
eneny's advance wd. be known nore than 36 hours before he
approached the field of battle still it was very hazardous to keep
the forces so scattered in so forward a position. The continua
difficulties which the magistracy of the Netherlands nmade wth
respect to supplies prevented Marshall Bl icher fromcollecting his
forces he still wished to wait for sone nore certain accounts of
the novenents of the eneny's arny. He cannot however be entirely
absol ved fromfault.

6 Li verpool's note in margin: Every nention of a mle in this
work neans German mle equal to a french post or five English
mles there is also an occasional use of the expression stund or
hour, applied not to time, but distance, & this neans a french
| eague, or 2% English mles.



Vel | ington's Arny

Respecting the assenbling of Wllington's arny, we can form
no judgnent because to objects & disposition of the right wing are
not known. But so far is clear that for the occasion in which the
|l east tine would be allowed, that is to say if the eneny advanced
by Charleroi the result respecting the assenbling of Wllington's
arny nmust turn out still nore unfavourably. If in this case only
the left division of the right wing, that is to say dinton's
corps, was alone to advance & the concentration was to take pl ace
at Quatre bras, this corps had to march fromAth & Liege that is 8
& ten mles & the advice had an equal distance to the Wst to
Brussells & the orders from Brussells to the corps nust travel the
sane distance. It is clear that the division would reach the field
of battle later than the fourth Prussian corps. On the other hand
the left wi ng, whose furthest division was placed in Rouen five
mles from Quatre bras, as well as the reserves from Brussells
could easily arrive, that is within 36 hours, if this did not
occur, this was occasioned by circunstances which we wll
hereafter notice.

Ref | ecti ons.

So long as it was known that the French had one corps in the
nei ghbour hood of Lille & another at Metz, so long was it needl ess
to fear an attack by a concentrated force. But in the very first
days of June the French troops left Lille & Mtz & even supposi ng
their direction was not known, it was however well known about the
m ddl e of the nonth by the allies that the fourth corps was noved
fromthe Mselle to the Meuse. From this nonent no second notice
of the commencenent of hostilities was with any certainty to be
expected & it was now high tine to draw the arny together & to
draw it together in such a manner that all the corps could unite
on the field of battle within 24 hours. Wat changed in the
position would have been consonant to this, is not necessary to
enter into, but it wd. have been a great advantage if the Duke of
Vel | i ngton had placed his headquarters nearer his own arny & that
of Field Marshall Bl Gcher sonewhere about N velles by other neans
al one



at least twelve hours would have been gained and many accidents
avoi ded. But neither of these things took place. It was only the
fourth Prussian corps that had received orders to unite itself in
cl oser quarters near Hannut which order however arrived ton late
as we shall see

It was partly wished to obtain further advice before the
conmencenent of hostilities, partly because Wl lington thought
that in collecting his forces he nust direct them towards the
eneny's principal force & respecting this nothing certain was
known. No declaration of war had yet appeared, it was not yet
known that the guards had left Paris (which occurred on the 8th
June) & these things remained in a sort of cul pable uncertainty
untill the 14th in a situation which mght be dangerous out of
which it was resolved to energe in which situation however events
so took them by surprise.

Bonaparte coll ected his arny.

Bonaparte had resolved to begin the canpaign on the 1 8th of
June. On the 6th the 4th corps quitted Metz. A few days later the
first corps left Lille. This novenent was concerted by strong
advanced posts fromthree fortresses. The guard left Paris on the
8th the 6th corps left Laon & the 2 Val enciennes. Al these corps
united on the 13th between Philippeville & Avesnes at which place
Bonaparte arrived on the evening of the 13 having left Paris on
the 12t h.

Mtz is about 25 German mles from Philippeville in
perform ng which the 4th corps consuned eight days, from Paris to
Avesnes the distance is thirty mles, for which the guard enpl oyed
only six days. The first distance however is a cross road & not a
great thoroughfare. But it is inpossible to judge of a march
wi thout the fullest know edge of all the particulars. W may here
conclude that Bonaparte whose great object was surprise had
prescri bed the greatest possible dispatch to his several corps. On
the 14th the different French corps drew still nearer together &
took up the follow ng positions in the columms

The right wing 16,000 nmen strong consisting of the 4th corps &



the 5th & 6th corps of the guards & the principal cavalry force
near Beaunont. The left wi ng 44,000 nmen strong consisting of the
1st & 2nd corps near Sobre on Sanbre.

This position was still four German mles from Charleroi. As
the breaking up from Mtz & Lille was no preparatory draw ng
together of the Quarters of the arnmy but was in effect a real
march to unite the forces, the allies if they had had a good
system of intelligence ought to have gained this intelligence
sooner than the 13th or 14 that is to say 8 or 9 days after it
occurred & wd thus have been relieved fromthat uncertainty. This

however was not the case, it was not till the 14th that the
conmuni cation of the French arny & the arrival of Bonaparte was
known & it still remained uncertain on what point this would

occur. They first learned from Genl. Ziethen in the night of the
14th that the eneny was collecting on his front & that he expected
an attack on the following norning, so that the exact news of the
di sposition of the eneny was only known 36 hours before the
begi nning of the battle of Ligney.

Bl Gcher's concentration of his forces on Sonbreffe.

On the receipt of the news of the notions of the eneny & the
arrival of Bonaparte an order was sent from Nanur in the evening
of the 14th to Genl. Bulow so to collect his troops that he m ght
reach Hannut in one march. Ceneral Bilow received this order at 5
o clock in the norning of the 15th he imediately took the
necessary neasures to conply with it

In the night of the fourteenth, as soon as Genl. Z ethen had
announced the advance of the eneny a second order was sent to
Genl. Blilow to advance imediately to Hannut & to post his
headquarters in this place. Genl. Biulow received this order on the
fifteenth at eleven o clock before noon. If he had in consequence
of this given orders to his troops after a short rest to make the
second march to Hannut which could easily have been done, as
Hannut is only five German mles from Liege & nost of the troops
were situated between Liege & Hannut, his corps would have been
collected during the night of the 15th at Hannut Genl. Bil ow
t hought that he could put off the



obeying this order till the next day, | st because he thought that
the concentration of the Prussian Arny woul d take place on Hannut,
that there would therefore be plenty of tinme for him to reach
Hannut; secondly he thought that so long as there was no
declaration of war no hostilities would take pl ace.

On this he nade his report to the headquarters & announced
that he should be in Hannut on the sixteenth at noon. This report
no | onger found Marshall Bl idcher in Namur. A third & fourth order
in the course of the 15th dispatched from Nanur to Genl. Bll ow
ordered him to continue his march on the 16th to Sonbreffe. As
Sonbreffe is five German mles from Hannut & Bilow s corps could
only have reached Hannut in the night of the 15th he mght wth
great exertion have reached Sonbreffe with his advanced guard in
the afternoon of the 16th with the rest of his corps in the
evening. It is plain fromthis that there was not sufficient tine.

Both these |ast orders were sent to Hannut where Genl. Bil ow
must arrive & was expected, on which account they remained there.
But Genl. Bulow had remained the 15 at Liege & first received
these orders at ten o clock in the norning of the 16th. The | oss
of time was now so great that he arrived at 3 o clock after
mdnight in the norning of the 17th near high & Low Bodeice a
french | eague from Genbloux & three french | eagues fromthe field
of battle. Had he arrived twelve hours sooner he mght still have
decided the battle of Liege.

The third Prussian corps by an accident received only at ten
o clock on the norning of the 15th its marching orders which were
sent on the night of the 14th, nevertheless they were at ten o
clock on the 16th on the field of battle, having only |eft behind
some troops which were at the advanced posts. The second Prussian
corps had joined shortly before.

Concentration of Wellington's Arny.
The advices which Field Marshall Bl tGcher received on the 14th

whi ch occasioned himto order the concentration of his arn¥ on the
ni ght of



the 14 do not seemto have determ ned Ld Wellington to any deci ded
step. Even when he received intelligence in the Evening of the
15th that Genl. Zethen was attacked & driven back by the
principal French force he still considered it doubtful whether he
should march with the reserves towards his left wing & still |ess
advisable to weaken his right wing. He expected that Bonaparte
woul d advance on the road from Mons & considered the battle near
Charleroi as a feint, he therefore contented hinself w th ordering
his troops to be in readiness. At m dni ght when the news came from
Genl . Dornberg who commanded the advanced posts near Mns that he
was not attacked & that the eneny appeared rather to draw to the
right he at length gave orders for the reserve to march to pass
the wood of Soignes which according to the witten account of
Genl. Muffling was affected at 10 o clock in the nmorning. This was
only three German nmles from the battlefield at Sonbreffe. The
Duke's reserve mght therefore have arrived in good tine, but nuch
time was | ost whilst the Duke went to his left wing at Quatrebras,
reconnoitred the eneny near Frayne, & then hastened to Prine
Bl tcher at Sonmbreffe where he arrived at one o clock in order to
satisfy hinself whether the eneny was advancing on this point with
his principal force & also to have the necessary conmunication
with the Prince. During this tinme the reserve appears to have
wai ted for further orders at the extremty of the wood of Soignies
that is where the roads cross from Nivelles to Quatrebras. Even
then there would have been sufficient time, but the Duke had
divided his forces so as to neet every contingency to that extent,
& had resolved not to take away the right wng of the Prince of
Orange so long, that he was too weak to be able to assist Bl lcher,
all which we shall presently see nore clearly.

Bonaparte's attack is directed agai nst Bl tcher.

After that the considerations respecting the concentration of
the different armes have carried us to the nonment when Bonaparte
is about to attack Genl. Ziethen we mnmust now nore fully consider
Bonaparte's plan, how he cane to direct his attack this way, &
what were the peculiarities of this attack.

Bonaparte nust have known in Paris pretty well the
cant onnent s



of both allied armes; but his plan of attack could only found
itself on the general situation of the troops not on the position
of particular corps e.g. that of Genl. Ziethen at Charleroi; for
these positions mght easily afterwards have been altered, since
his advices nust have been eight or ten days old. W cannot
therefore assune that his advance on Charleroi was particularly
ained at the 1st Prussian corps. He knew the plan of Bllicher to
concentrate his forces & post hinself behind Fleurus, but wth
respect to so uncertain a thing as the point of concentration
which mght have long been altered without his knowing it, he
could not formhis plan in Paris. Bonaparte could only assunme with
certainty that Wellington with his arny was in & round Brussells,
that Bl icher was with his on and round Nanur. He had probably a
tol erabl e account of their strength, but it is also probable that
he considered these accounts as exaggerated. Ceneral Sarbliew in
his work entitled de la restauration relates that when they told
hi m of 200,000 nen he shrugged his shoulders & answered that he
knew for certain that the English arny was 50,000 nen that the
Prussians were the same as to nunbers on the Meuse. Even supposing
that Bonaparte by such expressions only neant to encourage his
people, we nmay however fairly suppose that he did not estimate
Vel lington's arny above 60,000 or at npbst 70,000 nen nor Bl lcher's
above 80 or 90,000 altogether about 15,000 nmen (this figure is as
per the manuscript but is obviously incorrect) of which a |arge
proportion he foresaw with certainty would not conme into action

If he in his nenoirs relates pretty accurately the force of both
armes, this nust not deceive us, these details are evidently
drawn from later accounts & the habit of undervaluing his
opponents was too rmuch the habit of Bonaparte for it not to have
occurred on the present occasion.

I f Bonaparte therefore collecting his forces between Maubeuge
& Zivet considered which was the shortest, & as his intention was
to surprise, the best he found hinself nore opposed to Bl lcher
than Wllington & at the sane tinme the great nass of Wllington's
arny was a nmarch behind that of Blucher. If he passed Charl eroi
it could hardly fail that he nmust neet with Bl ldcher for he nust
have considered it probable that both generals would remrain
connected and that Bl Gcher therefore would collect his arny on the
left & not on the right bank of the Meuse. The road by Charl eroi
carried



Bonaparte either against Blicher's principal force or against his
right wing. To fall upon Blicher & to attack him first was what
Bonaparte particularly w shed. Partly because he had nuch nore
anger against Blucher & the Prussians than against Wllington &
the English partly because the Prussians were the strongest & was
the nost excited & nost desirous of the contest. This conjecture
of ours of Bonaparte's plans has also been confirnmed by his
nmenoirs for he says that Blicher an old hussar & a nadly
courageous character, would certainly hasten to the assistance of
Vel | i ngt on sooner than cautious Wl lington woul d assist Bl Gcher

I f Bonaparte fell upon Bl tGcher's principal force, he hoped to
beat him by a sudden attack before Wellington could cone to his
assistance; if he fell on his right wing, this would not be so
well, but he mght easily imagine that in pursuing it he should
neet with Blidcher hinself & bring him somewhat later to battle,
but thereby he would separate him the nore from Wllington. In
both cases he had the intention of finding Bl Gcher's force divided
as he should neet him on his march to join Wllington as this
march being a strategical flank novenent out of divided quarters
could not admt of the forces being united.

Thus it appears that we mnust reason & consider the nore
recent plan of operation of Bonaparte. Al the witers who have
described this canpaign begin by saying he threw hinself between
the two armes to divide themIn reality there is no clear idea

belonging to this expression becone technical in mlitary
| anguage. The space between two arm es cannot be the object of any
operation; it would be very unlucky if a general |ike Bonaparte

who has to do with an adversary double his strength, instead of
falling with united force on one half of his adversary's force
shoul d place hinself in the open space between the two positions
of his adversaries & then should strike a blow in the air, he
would thus loose his tine whereas it is only by the greatest
econony of it that he can increase his strength.

Even the fighting with one arnmy in a direction whereby it
will be separated from the other, has always this great danger,
even when no tine is lost, that you may be attacked in the rear by
the other. If therefore this other



is not at such a distance as to insure you from this danger a
general will wth difficulty resolve upon an attack of this
descri ption.

Bonaparte chose therefore the direction between the two
armes, not to divide themaltho he squeezed hinsel f between them
but because he has reason to expect that in this direction he wll
fall on Bl tcher either united or divided

The Action near Charlero

The French arny was placed on the evening of the 14 June four
German mles from Charleroi in three colums near Philippville &
Beaumont & Solce on Sanbre. It is not distinctly said whether
Genl . Ziethen observed the forces or whether he collected together
his brigades as nuch as the defence of the approaches allowed. H's
advanced posts were driven in at four o clock on the norning of
the 15th The three French colums advanced towards the three
passes of Marchienne Charleroi & Chatelet. Al three were defended
by divisions of the second brigade. The advanced posts of Genl
Zeithen retired but lost the battallion which had defended itself
for a considerable tinme in Thuin on the retreat towards Marchienne
by an attack of cavalry.

The advanced posts of Ceneral Ziethen were spread from the
nei ghbor hood of Binch by Thuin & Hamto the Sanbre two nmles & a
half from Charleroi. This was necessary for the safety of the
corps, but when a general is informed of the advance of the eneny
& is therefore prepared it is usual to draw in posts that have
been so extrenmely advanced & which it is no longer necessary to
expose.

The position of Genl. Zeithen's corps with the principal
posts of the brigades was on the norning of the 15th.

1st Near Hout ai ne
2nd Near Charl eroi
3rd " Fl eurus
4th " Monti er



The reserve cavalry divided between GCossellies, Charleroi, &
Fl eur us.

W may here consider the 3rd brigade as a reserve. The 2nd as
that which positively defended the passage of the Sanbre, the 1st
& 4th as only covering the fl anks

The intention of Genl. Ziethen could not be to undertake a
deci sive engagenent on the Sanbre but he had hinself chosen the
position near Glly for the 2nd brigade, & he wi shed to defend the
t hree passes Charleroi, Marchienne, & Chatelet so long as it m ght
be done without danger for the troops so enployed. A second
resistance was to take place near Glly & thus time was to be
gained insufficient for the brigades on the flank to reach the
posi tion behind Fleurus where the whole corps was to unite itself
& where its united resistance the necessary tine was to be gained
for the union of the whole arny.

This plan was effected altogether pretty successfully. The
1st brigade nmet at Cosselies as it was proceeding towards
Her pi gni as? the advanced guard of the eneny's colum which had
passed by Marchienne & had an action with it; as however it was
supported in this action by a reginment which the 2nd brigade had
detached to its assistance at Fleurus it was enabled to continue
its retreat without great |oss to the nei ghbourhood of Hammer

The left flank brigade was not attacked by the eneny;
probably this is the reason why it drew its advanced posts in nuch
later & only reached Fleurus towards the Evening. It had not
t herefore suffered any | oss.

The circunstances which attended the 2nd brigade were as fol |l ows.
At four o clock the advanced posts were attacked at eight o

clock the attacks on Charleroi first began. This lasted till
el even. Marchi enne was



at this tinme taken possession of by the French, but the col um of
the French right wing near Chatelet was not arrived. The French
now wait the arrival of the 3rd corps under Vandamme which had
lost its way, & which only joined at three o clock. The tinme from
three to five was spent in reconnoitring & in passing thro
Charleroi. At length between 5 & 6 as Genl Pirch of the second
brigade is about to retreat on Fleurus the attack begins. Genl
Pirch had therefore to maintain an action as he retreats whereby
he | ost a good many nmen & before he reached the wood of Lanbusart
one of his battalions is taken by the eneny's Cavalry. A
nightfall the brigades of Genl. Ziethen <corps reach the
nei ghbour hood of Fleurus & the Eneny takes a position in the wood
of Lanbusart

As the eneny had al ready commenced his attack at four o clock
in the norning & had therefore been in notion the whole night
before & the whole day, it was pretty clear that he would not
undertake anything further during the night, or even that he would
not commence his attack very early the next day. It mght
therefore be foreseen that if an action was to take place at
Sonbreffe on the 16 it would only begin after noon & that the
armes would therefore have till twelve o clock to take up their
posi tions.

The loss of Genl. Ziethen on the 15th is reckoned as 1,200
men we mght say 2,000 with this sacrifice 1st corps had stopped
the eneny's arny 36 hours which is no unfavourable result.

It was only the centre & the right wing of the French which
foll owed Genl. Zi ethen. Bonaparte gave Marshall Ney who arrived at
Charleroi at four o clock orders to take the command of the left
wing to advance with it against the English arnmy on the Chaussée
by Frasnes towards Quatrebras & draw back whatever he nmet & to
take post at that cross road.

Ney had found the 2nd corps Rielle near CGosselies, one of its
divisions that of Grard detached towards Fleurus, the 1st corps
Erlon still between Marchienne & CGosselies. He nmet at Frasnes with
a brigade of the division of Netherlanders of Perponchet & as he
learnt from Grard' s division that l|arge mnasses were show ng
t hensel ves towards Fl eurus he had not



resol uti on enough to advance to Quatre bras partly because he had
not got his troops together & partly because he was probably
anxious not to get too far away from the principal scene of the
action, he therefore contented hinself wth driving back the
bri gade of the Netherlanders under Prince Bernhard of Saxe-Wi nar
fromFrasne & with occupying that place with his advanced guard.

The position of the French arny on the Evening of the 15th was as
fol | ows.

Left Wng (The advanced guard in Frasne
(The 2nd corps between Mell et & CGosselies
(The 1st corps between Marchi enne & CGosselies

Cent er (The 3rd corps & the cavalry
( in the woods before Fleurus
( The guards between Charleroi & Glly
( The 6th corps behind Charl eroi

right wing The 4th near Chatel et

Bonaparte's head quarters were in Charleroi, those of Ney on
CGossel i es.

Situation of things in the forenoon of the 16th

Bl itcher had given his orders for concentrating his arny on
the night of the 14th as we have already said. Wl lington gave his
orders on the night of the 15th therefore 24 hours |ater.

Bl icher's second & third corps begin their novenent on the
15th they were therefore after 36 hours march on the field of
battle ready to receive the 1st corps. The fourth corps as we have
already shown could only reach the field of battle with its
advanced guard at noon & with the other



brigades in the Evening. But it did not effect this attack,
because by a conveni ence of circunstances the orders which ought
to have reached Genl. Bilow on the 15th at two o clock afternoon
only reached him on the 16th at ten o clock before noon
consequently twenty hours later. Therefore the 4th corps instead
of being at six o clock in the evening at Sonbreffe only reached a
place three french leagues nore in the rear at six o clock the
following norning. A difference therefore arose of about fifteen
hours. 7

What happened on Wl lington's side?

Lord Wl lington gave his first orders for the countermarch to
the left at mdnight on the 15th. How far he had collected his
forces previously particularly his right wing is nowhere rel ated.
This must however necessarily have happened if the right wng
really as is asserted was concentrated on the 17 at noon near
Hall, for it is clear that it was inpossible between m dnight on
the 15th & noon on the 17th that the orders could go to Newport
and the troops march to Hall.

W nust | eave this undecided, & nerely say what we have, that
the English arny was in the follow ng position on the forenoon of
t he 16t h.

1st The division of Perponchet & one brigade of the cavalry of the
Net her |l ands consi sting of eight squadrons near Quatrebras

2 The division of the Netherland troops of Chasse probably with
the other two brigades of the Netherland cavalry consisting of
twenty squadrons near Nivelles.

3 The division of Picton the brigades of Lanbert & Pack the

7 Li verpool's note in margin: The expression here in German is
drei stunden which | translate 3 french | eagues. | believe however
that the stund is rather nore than a french |eague which may be
reckoned about 2% English ml es.



Nassau & Brunswick troops on their march from Brussells to
Quatr ebras

4 The divisions of Cook & Alten belonging to the left wing on
their march fromthe nei ghbourhood of Enghien to Quatrebras

5 The cavalry under the command of Ld Uxbridge on their march out
of their quarters to Quatrebras

6 The division of dinton belonging to the right wing from the
nei ghbour hood of Alt to Liége on their march to Quatrebras.

7 The brigade of Mtchell equally belonging to the right wing on
its march from the neighbourhood of Reuaip? - Renaip? to
Quatr ebras

8 The divisions of Stedman & Anthing, two brigades of the division
of Colville (Johnston & Lyon) & the hanovarian Cavalry brigade
E toof? on their march from their Quarters to Hall, where they
arrived on the 17th.

Lord Wellington therefore had at noon when the battle near
Ligny began & that at Quatrebras m ght have begun about 8,000 nen
at Quatrebras. By degrees during the Action & untill nightfall
there arrived: the reserve from Brussells & the divisions of Cook
& Alten, perhaps also sone cavalry & the strength of the Duke may
have got up to 40,000 nmen. The Duke could not resolve to quit the
road from Nivelles, which would indeed have been rather dangerous
on account of the troops of the right wing continually passing
this road as they concentrated thenselves to the left. The Duke
t herefore had had towards Evening not only 40,000 nen in nmarch but
al so of the other 50,000 who were in their positions, 10,000 nen,
that is to say Chasse's division & twenty squadrons of Cavalry
near Nivelles on a point that was not attacked.



The battle of Ligny

Bonaparte's forces were not sufficiently wunited on the
norning of the 16 to commence an attack

The |l eft wing under Ney was what the French call in echel ons
for a space of two German nmiles from Frasne to Marchienne, in a
simlar way the center of the right wing, for the sixth corps was
pl aced behi nd Charl eroi.

The occasion of this was that the french troops had attacked the
Prussian outposts at four o clock on the norning of the 1 5th they
had therefore probably marched all night, & they had been engaged
the whole of the 15th till after nightfall or had been marching,
it was therefore inportant that an attack should take place on
Bl Gtcher at Sonbreffe or on the Netherland troops at Quatrebras on
the 16th before noon. Bonaparte had convinced hinself of their
particulars near Sonbreffe & it therefore did not occur to himto
begin the action there before noon; but the very sane
circunstances had taken place at Quatrebras the reproach that he
makes Ney of not having occupied Quatrebras with his whole force
either on the Evening of the 15 or early in the norning of the 16
is frivol ous and unfounded.

If the real mlitary attack by the principal french force
agai nst the principal Prussian force could have taken place on the
forenoon of the 16, it would have been an enornous fault to have
del ayed it for Blucher was not united, this Bonaparte knew, & as
the whole force of the Prussians was very superior to the 75, 000
men whi ch he coul d di spose against them nothing could be of nore
consequence than to comence the action before the whole was
coll ected. The 3rd corps of the Prussian arnmy arrived only on the
field of battle at ten o clock. But the French troops wanted tine
to rest, to get victuals, to dress their food, & when all this was
done to draw t hensel ves up closer, all this could not be done in a
short summer night, & it is not therefore a matter of wonder that
in this way the forenoon of the 16 was thus enpl oyed.

Between eleven & noon the french troops advanced again
agai nst CGenl. Ziethen, he had already sent back his brigades into
the position allotted



to them & continued hinself still with his cavalry in the Plain of
Fl eurus. The novenent continued till one o clock by which this
cavalry was never back upon the position. Bonaparte then
reconnoitred the Prussian position & the real attack only began at
3 o cl ock.

Bl Gcher's disposition before said, originally Intended to
occupy the position from Sonbreffe along the road to Brussells, &
whi | st Bonaparte developed his attack on this position to fall
upon his flank with the greatest part of the Prussian force when
the arny was collected near Sanbres on the norning of the 16, it
was thought unsafe not entirely to occupy the side on which the
Duke of Wellington would arrive with a portion of his force. A
position was therefore chosen for the 1st & 2 corps between St
Amand & Sonbreffe but it was also thought that the space between
Sonbreffe & Vallatro nust not be |eft unoccupied, because Cenl.
Bul ow was advancing by Genbl oux; orders were therefore given to
the 3 corps to take this position. There was therefore two front
lines which formed an inverted right angle. Probably it was
t hrough that the eneny would nmake the right flank which was thus
exposed the principal object of his attack because the Duke of
Vel lington with a considerable force was expected on that side in
case the Eneny made a secondary & |less powerfull attack on this
side it was thought that against such an attack this flank was
pretty secure on account of the line of villages which stretch
fromSt Amand to WAgni es.

The principal mstake was that the Prussians supposed that
they had the whole force of the eneny opposed to thenselves &
therefore they mght <calculate on a certain assistance from
Vel lington with a force of 40 or 50,000 nmen. In reality a flank
may with security be exposed when 40 or 50,000 nmen are in echelon
behind it. They thought therefore that Bonaparte wd. attack both
the flanks of the Prussian position whereby he would thus place
hinself in a very disadvantageous position. This expectation was
not realised & there would have been tinme during the action to
have repaired this error.

Di spositions in the front of Ligny.



The front from Amand to Sonbreffe was occupied in the follow ng
manner .

The first corps formed the front lines the second was in
reserve behind the height

The first corps had placed its troops sone what prom scuously
whi ch perhaps accident did circunstances nmay have occasi oned.

Wiilst the first brigade had three battalions in Bry the
ot her six stood behind St. Amand.

On the contrary the third brigade had three battalions in St
Amand whilst it formed with the six others the extrene reserve.

The exact representation was as foll ows.

By three bat of the 1st
St Amand 3 of the 3rd
Ligny 4 of the 4

Bri gade -

That the remaining six battalions of the 1st brigade were
placed as a first division in two lines just behind St Anmand. (B)?

The right battalions of the 2nd corps (one battalion had been
lost) with the two battalions of the 4th corps in a second
di vision between Bry & Ligny. (C & D)

Lastly the six remaining battalions of the 3 corps in a third
division just behind the 2 & 4th. (E)

8 Li verpool's note in margin: These letters are the references
to Wagner's plan of the battle.



The reserve cavalry of the 1st corps stood at first behind the
villages m order to observe the eneny & placed itself afterwards
as a reserve close before the 3 brigade. (JV)

The second corps stood as the great reserve along the
Brussells road the brigades next to each other (HI KL ) in the
order of battle prescribed for themin colums of three divisions.
The reserve cavalry was nostly with the brigades, the three heavy
batteries of the 1st corps al one was advanced between Ligny & St
Amand.

The intention was only to naintain a tenporary contest in the
villages of St Amand & Ligny in order to waste the enem es forces
& then as soon as they should advance fromthe villages to attack
t hem

Di sposition on front of Sonbreffe

The third corps had its ninth brigade placed for the defence
of the scattered villages of Sonbreffe & Montpotrinne as well as
of the ridge on which they are situated, the el eventh brigade for
t he defence of the chaussee near Point du Jour, the tenth for the
defence of the ridge near Tongrines? & the 12th brigade & the
reserve cavalry was placed as reserve behind. The ninth brigade
occupied in front the village of Mntpotrinne with one battalion
only the other eight battalions were placed in reserve behind the
village (P) The el eventh brigade took up its ground in front with
one battalion (R} & the other four were placed behind (one
battalion was | eft at the advanced post at Meuse.

The artillery was principally divided between the height

bef ore Mont potri nne on the chaussee before Point du Jour, & on the
hei ghts near Sonprinell ?

Arrival of the Duke of Wellington



These arrangenents were conpleated quietly towards m dday as
the eneny mght have foreseen could not begin his attack before
noon & did not in any way inpede the retreat of Genl. Ziethen from
Fleurus into this position.

At one o clock the Duke of Wellington joined Marshall Bl Gcher
near the wwndm |l of Bry. The Duke said to the Field Marshall that
his arny was at that noment collecting itself at Quatrebras & that
he would hasten thither in a few hours to his assistance. *A quo
tre heures je serai ice," were his words as he spurred his horse.

That the Duke could arrive in a few hours with his whol e arny
woul d have been a foolish proposition. Wllington only meant by
the expression his left wing united with his reserve, which were
however from 40 to 50,000 nen. Both generals thought that the
whol e French force was opposed to the Prussian position & their
force was estinmated at 130,000 nmen. Bl idcher had in position about
80,000 nen, if the Duke joined with 40 to 50,000 the forces would
have been about equal. They calculated also on Bulow s arrival
altho not w thout uneasiness on this point; if these 35, 000 nen
cane up the victory seened pretty nearly secure. Even supposing
that these circunstances was not so advantageous as the great
superiority of nunbers mght have justified the expectation they
were however satisfactory, & a retreat of both armes was
connected with difficulties on account of the different directions
in which this retreat of each arny nust take place. If they had
been united each or either of them m ght have abandoned their own
l'ine of communications for a short tine to have turned to that of
the other, but they were not united & a conbined march to the rear
woul d have still nore inpeded their union, besides nmaking a bad
i npression on the troops & the country. These were the grounds
whi ch were indeed sufficient to decide Field Marshall Bl icher to
join battle. The battle was therefore undertaken with the opinion
that at first the Prussians would have to nmeet a great superiority
of nunbers but that towards the end of the day the superiority
would be on their side & that the decision wd depend upon
persevering in resistance till that period.



Bonaparte's plan of attack.

Bonaparte had as we know on the 15 put forward the 1st & 2
corps, the |light <cavalry of the guards, & a division of
cuirassiers, altogether 48,000 nmen under Ney on the road to
Quatrebras As the division Grard belonging to the 2nd corps in
t he advance of this mass of troops from Marchi enne where it passed
the Sanbres at GCosselies was enployed against Genl Steinnetz at
Cosselies & in pursuing this Genl at Herviginnies? approached
nearer again to the center, Bonaparte retained this force hinself.
The principal arny therefore which was advancing agai nst Bl Gcher
consi sted about 75,000 nen. The following were the dispositions
which it received from Bonaparte.

The third corps (Vandamme) in conjunction with Grard's
division & supported by the brigade of |ight cavalry of the guard
al t oget her 24,000 advanced by Wagnelie to the attack of St Amand.

The fourth corps (Grard) 15,000 nen nmade a wheel to the |eft
& advanced to the attack of Ligny.

G ouchy with two corps of cavalry & sone infantry (No one
says from what corps but probably from the 4 advanced agai nst
Tongrinelle & Point du Jour the guards were placed in reserve to
the left of Fleurus, & the sixth corps which arrived rather |ater
& Mlhaut's cavalry were placed in reserve on the right of
Fl eur us.

These reserves & Gouchy's cavalry which only acted as corps
of reservation nmake altogether a force of 36,000 nen

Bonaparte knows nothing of the position of the 3rd Prussian
corps, he thought that the three Prussian corps were in position
between St Amand & Sonbreffe. & he so nmuch the nore thinks the
force that he held in



HI1,KL &Pwiichwthalarge force in the villages mght easily
form the whole force of 80,000 nen which he had before him

Whet her he knew for certain that the fourth Prussian corps was not
arrived we cannot judge. He afterwards asserted this & by this
nmeans gave his plans of attack a species of favourable colouring,

but it is scarcely possible that he could have had any certainty
of this, as the very prisoners which he made at the begi nning of
the action could not have known it. W Jleave this then in
uncertainty, & pursue the matter as he represents it. He saw the
Prussian arny in a position in which it had the Chaussee from
Brussells behind it, consequently it entirely gave up its origina

line of retreat & exposed to himits right flank.

It was true that the principal direction of the Prussian
position even without considering the corps of Thielnman's was not
so situated but the chaussee from Brussells was rather parallel to
it than perpendi cul ar but Bonaparte did not see it in this light.
This mstake is very pardonable as it was very difficult to form
an idea of the direction of the whole fromthe appearances of the
many separated mnasses of the Prussian brigades & it was very
natural to imagine that the line fromSt Arand to Ligny & even the
line of this last village as the nobst advanced occupi ed posts was
the real line of the whole. This position of the Prussian arny
astonished him & he drew the conclusion that Blldcher did not
expect an action on that day, but that he had chosen this
extraordi nary position under the present circunstances in hopes of
gaining tine till the next day & then of seeing the English arny
taking up its position in a line with the Prussians that he
attributed the maintenance of this position in front of the French
arny partly to the bold character of old Blicher who by his
conduct wi shed to inpose, partly to his own apparently inoffensive
position near Fleurus where a portion of his troops were
conceal ed.

Now Bonaparte thought hinself pretty secure that Wellington
could not advance & on this head he could easily be better
informed than respecting Bul ow besides he thought that he had
provided for this by the orders he had given Ney. He depended
entirely on Ney who having delayed on the 15 he thought wd press
forward as quickly as possible on the 16th as far as Quatrebras
that he would by this nmeans keep back everything that m ght



cone from Wellington & that then Ney hinself would be able to
di spatch 10,000 nmen into the rear of the Prussian arny by the
Chaussee from Quatrebras to Namur. In his enthusiasm respecting
this plan he said to Genl Grard who had cone to him for
instructions "il se peut dans trois heures lef sort de la guerre
sort decide. Si Ney execute bien ses ordres il he s'echappera pas
un canon de | ' Arnmee Prussiene elle est prise en flagrant delit".?

Eventful nonments of the battle of Ligny.

In the process of the battle itself there are three different
Acts to distinguish but which happened at the sane tine.

The first of the three Acts was the nost bl oody, the second
t he nost consequential, the third uninportant in itself, but to be
consi dered as an essential denonstration of the French.

In the Action for the village of St Amand we may descri be the
events as foll ows.

1st The south village that is the real village of St Anmand
was attacked at 3 o clock by Lefol's division of the 3rd French
corps. The 1 Prussian brigade which is placed with six battalions
behind it supports the three battalions of the 3rd brigade which
was placed in it & maintains the Action with many changes of
taking & retaking for an hour, during which it brings forward &
consunmed the three battalions placed in Bry. At four o clock this
village is lost & the 1st brigade is no | onger able to keep up the
Action, it

o Liverpool's note in margin: | have omtted a discussion
occupying from pages 71 - 78 & containing all Bonaparte's orders
to Ney during the action at Ligny on the 16 & furthernore it
concludes with a statement of the inpossibility that Ney should
have done what Bonaparte expected which was to repul se the English
Arnmy at Quatrebras & send 10,000 nen into the rear of the
Prussi ans.



is wthdrawmn & collects Itself behind Bry.(J) Probably the advance
of the division of Grard into the village of St Arand | a Haye has
contributed to the decision of this result

2nd Field Marshall Bl ucher determines on a strong attack in
two colums morder to retake the villages of St Amand & St Anmand
| a Haye.

One colum consisting of the second brigade which was pl aced
with its eight battalions in reserve near Bry, was to attack St
Amand | a Haye on the extended side which Genl. Jurgas with the 5th
brigade & 17 squadrons of <cavalry, that is to say ten that
bel onged to his own brigade & those (of the brigade Marw tz) which
was taken from the third corps, was to advance by & al ongside of
the village Wagnelie so that they m ght attack the division Grard
whi ch defended St Amand la Haye in the left flank. thus it was
hoped the Prussians woul d recover possession of St Amand | a Haye &
consequently also St Armand itself.

Genl. Pirch nmade two attacks. The first failed entirely, the
second conducted by Bl icher went right into the village & ended in
obt ai ni ng possession of the church yard. Genl. Jurgas also nade
two attacks which however do not appear to have been sufficiently
conbined with those of Genl. Pirch. In the first Attack the 25
regi ment which led the advance out of the village of Wagnelie fel
very soon into disorder & the attack must be consi dered as having
quite failed. Genl. Jurgas renewed it with the sanme troops which
he collected again in the rear & he was now nore fortunate, i.e.
he pressed forward into the neighbourhood of the village of St
Amand Le hanmeau & here the Action was nmaintained for a
consi derabl e tine.

Bonaparte on this strengthened his left wing by a division of
the Young Guard & the French renewed their attacks. As the 2nd
brigade had consuned its amunition & was exhausted, four
battalions of the 6th brigade which was placed behind Bry were
advanced & Genl. Pirch retired with the 2nd brigade behind this
village. In the same manner the 7th brigade advanced to reinforce
the 5th. In no relation does it sufficiently appear what results
here took place on either side probably the Action was confined at
a pretty smal



space fluctuating nmutually backwards & forwards. Both sides may
have been nearly a simlar situation. Since each occupied a
portion of the village of St Amand |la Haye. From all we can
collect of the relation it would appear that the battle always
conti nued on that side of the small brook on which the villages of
St Amand are situated

O the effect & of the application of cavalry & artillery we
cannot say anything clear & certain because the account of the use
of these arns is too unconnected, it is possible that its
application was in reality unconnected as nmany divisions of these
arms do not even appear in the relations of this action. If we
reckon together the reserve artillery of the 1st corps as well as
the batteries of the 1st 2nd 5th & 7th brigade which were
undoubtedly there this nmakes ten batteries or 80 pieces; probably
there were also in activity here several reserve batteries of the
2nd corps & all this together wll produce the nunber of 100
pi eces which engaged in a space of 3000 paces.

The French artillery of the 3rd corps consisted of 38 guns,
that of the division Grard 8 guns, if we add to this 30 guns as
belonging to the Quards & the reserve cavalry, the nunber of
french guns will only have anpbunted to 76. [n all cases the french
artillery was considerably |ess nunmerous than the Prussian. Wen
not withstanding this we nust allow that the |oss of the Prussians
in killed & wounded was considerably greater, this is in part to
be accounted for by the circunstances that we keep too nmuch
artillery in reserve & we relieve a battery as soon as it has
expended its amunition. This is the reason that they often expend
their amunition as speedily as possible.

Cavalry seens to have been very little enployed on either
side & rather to have observed one another. On the French side
there reginents attenpted to turn the Prussian right w ng, but was
checked by eight squadrons which were opposed to them by GCenl
Marwitz.

3rd Lastly we nust consider it as a third & principal Act in
the Action about St Amand, when Field Marshall Bl Gcher believing
on account of the novenent of the French Quards that the French
Arnmy was going to retire



conducted the |ast disposable battalions e. g. three fromthe 8th
brigade to St Arand in order in a manner to conpleat his success.
This resolution gives us the explanation relative to the Action at
St Arand that we nust consider it as having been nmaintained with
equal success for otherwise the idea dividing it by fresh troops
coul d not have arisen.

If we collect the result of this whole Action it w Il appear
that on the Prussian side at various tinmes 40 battalions therefore
per haps 28,000 infantry. On the side of the French the 3rd corps
Grard s division of the 2nd & Duhesne's division of the Guards
al t oget her about 24000 nen infantry was enployed to maintain the
action for six hours, for the Prussians held possession of the
villages till 9 o clock. On the whole we may reckon the Prussians.
as having had somewhat the worse, in as nuch as they |lost St Amand
entirely & St Amand |la Haye partly, that they had nen killed &
wounded & above all that they were nore weakened having nore
exhausted troops & fewer that they could enploy than the French.
For it is probable that all the French battalions had actually
been in fire. It was therefore a disadvantage to us that we had
already nade greater sacrifices in this contest than the eneny.
But this result was plainly not decisive but only an alnost
i nperceptible turn of the scale.

W will now turn to Ligny here the contest is still nore
sinmple than near St Amand it consists of a contest with fire arns
mai ntained principally in the village itself for five hours during
whi ch the French were generally in possession of the village which
lay on the right bank of the brook & the Prussians were in
possessi on of the other half.

The attack on Ligny was nmade by the 4th french corps
conmanded by Cerards & was decided by the guards conmanded by
Bonaparte hinself. 0

It began a little later than the attack of St Amand. W nmay

10 Li verpool's note in margin: observe this is not Grard but
CGerard.



consi der the follow ng as the nost inportant occasions.

Ligny was occupied by four battalions of the 4th Prussian
bri gade; the attack took place in three columms consisting of the
three divisions which fornmed the 4th French corps, but we nust
consider that the Geater part of the division was retained as
reserves, the two renmaining battalions of the 4th Prussian bri gade
advance upon this the first attack was repul sed.

2nd The French renewed the attack, the fourth Prussian
bri gade begins to be too weak to resist, the 3rd brigade having
left two battalions to protect the artillery advanced to the
support of the 4th brigade with four battalions into the village.
Genl v. Jagow attenpts to advance out of the village and to attack
instead of standing take the offensive, but the fire of the
enem es batteries make it inpossible to & debouche out of the
village. Upon this disorder takes place in the village itself
whi ch was probably the occasion of the |oss of one half of it.

3rd In order to avoid losing the other half the other four
battalions of the 6th brigade (one was already at an earlier
period consumed in Ligny & four others enployed by Genl Pirch in
the attack on St Amand) & five battalions of the 8th brigade
follow these at a |later period of the Action which 8th brigade had
been previously noved out of the nei ghbourhood of Sonmbreffe to the
MII of Bry. O the remaining four battalions of this brigade one
remained near the mll the other three were those which Field
Marshal |l Blicher led to St Amand. Wth respect to the use of
cavalry & artillery we learn even less than near St Anmand.
Supposing that the Prussian artillery at St Amand consi sted of 100
pieces that at Ligny cannot have exceeded 60 as the whole
artillery of both corps consisted only of 160 pieces.

The fourth French corps had forty pieces of artillery; it is
however probable that a portion of the artillery of the guards as
well as that of the cavalry reserves was here enployed. Therefore
it appears likely that there was no superiority of artillery on
t he Prussian side



The Prussian cavalry was principally drawn away to the right w ng
for when subsequently the French cavalry broke through only three
regi ments was on this point.

The contest in Ligny was now carried on in a very snall
conpany & with the nobst bloody exertions. The mass of Prussian
infantry enployed there anmbunted to 20 battalions, that is about
14,000 nmen. The third French corps nust have been equally strong
ininfantry. 11

Field WMarshall Blucher had at about three o clock given
orders to Genl Thielman to send a brigade of his cavalry of
reserve, this had taken place & Genl Marwitz was put under the
conmand of Genl Jurgas as we related when treating of the Action
near St Amand. About four o clock Genl Thielman received orders to
send a brigade of infantry also, in conformty with this the 12th
bri gade marched off to Ligny. This was placed in reserve between
Sonbreffe & Ligny in the place of the eighth. This brigade had
pushed forward its sharp shooters as far as the brook of Ligny &
by a pretty sharp engagenent had covered the left flank of the
troops in Ligny, it had not however suffered considerably & was
therefore still to be considered as a reserve. Bonaparte had
resolved with the principal part of his guards to force the
position of Ligny & by this nmeans to decide the Action. This
attack occurred at about 8 o clock & concluded the Action at

Li gny.

(4) Eight battalions of French guards & between 3 & 4000
cavalry advance to the division of Ligny & drive the Prussian
troops quite out of the Place. The french cavalry pushed through
the center of the Prussian position which is nearly deprived of
infantry. The cavalry of reserve of the Prussian 1lst corps hasten
in brigades to attack the eneny's cavalry & infantry but it is
everywhere repul sed. In one of these attacks at the head of which
t he

11 Liverpool's note: It is third in the original but it ought
to be 4th as it was that commanded by Gerard.



Field Marshall was placed, his horse is wounded & he escapes only
by | uck being nmade a prisoner.

The Action of the third corps of the Prussian Arny.

Two corps of French cavalry & sonme infantry, probably from
the 4th French corps which was commanded by G ouchy was enpl oyed
to nake denonstrations against the Prussian troops placed between
Sonbreffe & St Vallatre & to occupy them The object was so far
attained as the 10 & 11th brigades with eleven battalions & the
2nd brigade of the cavalry of reserve with six squadrons all by
this neans detained. On the other hand the 12th brigade & the
other two corps of the Prussian Arny & the 9th brigade placed
behi nd Sonbreffe is to be considered as a reserve.

The Action of the infantry took place only on the ground
occupi ed by the 10th brigade between Tongrinville & Boignee & was
in itself uninportant.

Between 7 & 8 o clock as Genl Thiel man saw the sharp shooters
of his 12th Brigade which was placed between Sonbreffe & Ligny
going over the rivulet & when he al so observed the cavalry which
had been opposed to him nearly disappearing, he inmagined that the
eneny was retiring & wi shed to advance beyond the defile with his
remai ni ng brigade of cavalry. Two squadrons was sent in advance &
a battery of horse artillery followed there incautiously too near.
Scarcely had these troops approached the neighbouring heights,
when two reginments of the eneny threw thenselves on the two
squadrons & troop from the battery of horse artillery which
i nstead of turning about & getting off had unlinbered five of its
pi eces the three others had tinme to get away

If we now consider the picture of the whole battle together,
it is like all nodern battles a slow consunption of the forces

opposed to each other in the front |ine where they approach each
other, in an engagenent with fire arns which lasts nmany hours &
which is only subject to very small results, untill at l|ast one

side has an evident superiority in the reserves that is in fresh



masses of troops with which it gives the decisive blow to the
already tottering strength of its opponent.

Bonaparte advances with about 75 000 nmen against Bl tcher
whose three corps, which he had together conposed an arny of 78
000 nen the arm es was therefore equal

Wth about 30,000 he engaged from3 o clock to 8 o clock the
two principal points of Blucher's position St Amand & Ligny. He
di sposes of 6000 men for the occupation of the 3rd corps of
Prussians & with 33 000 he waits quietly in reserve far behind the
line of the engagenent. O these again he disposes of about 6000
to maintain the contest at St Amand. Already at six o clock he
deci ded upon giving the decisive attack with his guard on Ligny.
At that nonment he receives intelligence that a considerable corps
shows itself at the distance of a French league on his |eft
fl ank. 12

Bonaparte stops his novenent, as this nay be an eneny's corps
comng from Brussells. It is Erlon, who, for reasons not yet
known, marched from Frasne towards St Anmand. Persons are hastily
sent to reconnoitre this corps, but two hours nearly elapses
before the news is brought back that this is the 1st corps of the
French Arny. On this account the attack on Ligny begins at 8 o
cl ock.

Even this attack Bonaparte does not make with the whol e mass
of his reserves but with only half of it, that is with the
remai nder of the guards, whilst the 6th corps again renains behind
in reserve.

Bl icher had enpl oyed the 1st corps 27 000 in the positions of
Ligny & St Amand, & the 3rd corps 22,000 nmen in the position from
Sonbreffe to Vallatre & had only placed behind in reserve the 2nd
corps 29 000 men. It is true that if the 3rd corps had been
coll ected together it m ght have been considered as a reserve; and
as the eneny did not attack it vigorously it is

12 Liverpool's note: in the original it is eine stund that is
as | have said before rather nore than a french | eague.



true also that Blucher reckoned on the approach of Bulow, but
nei ther of these circunstances occurred & thus the condition of
the Prussian reserve was al ways unfavourabl e.

By degrees as we have seen the 2nd corps (which was the
reserve) was enployed in maintaining the engagenent nothing
remai ned therefore to decide the Action, even if the Action had
been quite equal or even if it had showed itself favourable to the
Prussi ans.

As the day fell the position of the opposite forces was
nearly as foll ows.

Bl itcher has consumed 38 000 nmen of infantry in the two
villages which had very nuch suffered, which had partly consuned
their amunition & which nmust be considered as remains in which
there was no | onger nuch strength. 6 000 nen infantry stood behind
the villages scattered in single battalions which had not yet been
engaged. The remminder of the 56 000 nen conposing the first &
second corps of the Prussian arny consisted of cavalry &
artillery, of which only a small portion was still fresh.

If the 3rd corps of the Prussian arny had been united or if
neasures had been taken in time for this purpose, this was a
reserve of 18 000 nmen, it mght therefore be said that when the
| ast effort was nade Bl ucher had still a reserve of 24 000 nen.
Bonaparte al though at the begi nning sonme thousand nmen weaker than
Bl itcher had now notw t hstandi ng some thousands nore fresh troops
than him The cause of this was his keeping back his troops nore,
and a greater econony of his strength in the action with fire
ar s.

This small superiority of nunbers mthe French reserve woul d
not have decided a great deal, it is however to be considered as
the first ground of the victory.

The second ground was the unfavorable result which the
contest with fire arns had till then produced. It is true that
when Bonaparte nade



his last attack on Ligne we still held possession of a part of
this village but we had lost the other part, & it is true that we
still maintained reserves between Wagnelee & St Amand but here
also we had lost villages & ground. The battle had therefore every
where turned a little to our disadvantage & in such cases the
deci sive blow is al ready prepared.

But the third & nost inportant ground was indisputably that
Bl itcher had not got the troops who had been engaged under his
hand. The 12th brigade it is true was close to him but this was
too little. The 9th was not very distant, but sufficient attention
had not been paid to this as well as to the whole of Thielnman's
corps & on this account the 3rd corps as far as respects any
deci sive novenent was as if not present & could only be usefull in
respect of the retreat. Perhaps however & extrenely probably we
may consider this scattered position of Thielman's corps as an
advantage to the whole. If the 3rd corps had been at hand it woul d
have been used with the rest without giving a prospect of a
successfull decision, which from the turn which things had taken
could only be obtained by a nmassive mgjority such as the arriva
of the corps of Billow would have given. Had the third corps been
so enployed it is probable that the loss in the Action wd have
been greater by 10. 000 nen.

Critical remarks on the whol e Action. Bl ilcher.

The great fault of Bllcher appears to have been a certain
confusion of plan out of which the occupation of a double front &
the neutralising of 20,000 nen arose. The position from Sonbreffe
to Valatre was a good one if it was decided to preserve the
retreat open towards the Meuse but in this case it was necessary
to abide by this front, to consider the connection with WlIlington
only as having to deal with a comobn eneny but not to |ook to any
i mmedi ate union. In so open a country where every thing could be
seen in case Wl lington should advance fromthe road of Quatrebras
an imediate union was so little necessary that it was even
di sadvantageous. In this case Wllington wd have fulfilled the
object of a corps sent against the eneny's flank a species of
attack which is everywhere sought with the greatest



eagerness & what we are justified in considering the nost decisive
whenever we are the strongest & are possessed of the npbst extended
base.

If however it was intended in the last extremty to give up
the retreat on the Meuse the position of Sonbreffe in this case
was quite unnecessary or at nost to be maintained by a single
brigade in order to keep the eneny in a narrow place. The
occupation of this position was evidently not necessary for the
junction of Bulow, for 35000 nen if they (as we supposed in the
forner case of Wellington) should Act as a corps on the flank of
t he eneny, woul d have obtai ned a passage over the Ligny brook even
if the eneny had occupied this position which is not even
pr obabl e.

Not hi ng appears so essential in the arrangenent of so great
an affair as a battle as «clearly to consider the genera
circunstances, & of these none is of so much consequence or of so
much influence as the line of retreat for it decides novenment in
the battle. Blicher remained here nost truly in a situation of
hal f neasures i.e. placed between opposite neasures.

Even in the course of the Action i.e. between four & five o
cl ock orders m ght have been given to Genl Thielman to collect his
corps to advance from Montportrianne & Point du Jour against the
right flank of the eneny, in that case Gerard' s corps nust either
have given way or nust have been sooner supported by the guards &
then Genl Thi el man being attacked by G ouchy & the guards had been
obliged to retire over the brook, still the French reserve would
have been sooner enployed & the attack in the centre of Ligny
woul d probably not have taken place. The battle would then
probably not have been decided on the evening of the 16 or at al
events the French arny woul d have been nuch nore weakened by it.

Wth respect to the defending the villages the defence of St
Amand properly so called®® appears to have been a m schi evous work
of self supererogation If it was to be considered as an advanced
post we nust assert that such posts are to be justified only on
two accounts.

13 Li verpool's note: to distinguish it fromSt Amand | a haye.



a. If they are of considerable strength & therefore oblige
the attacker to bestow upon them an i nmense force whilst he cannot
| et them al one, but even then it is necessary that they should be
so placed that they may be supported by reinforcenents nore or
less fromthe front of the arny; if the advantages do not exi st
such posts are imediately over cone by the surrounding attack of
the eneny, they are soon lost & if we attenpt to recover them we
often involve ourselves in an engagenent w thout any object & very
di sadvant ageous.

b. Sonetines we are obliged to occupy a point that is in

front of the line on account that it would give too nuch
protection to the attacking party in their approach. In this case
It is a necessary evil. The particular advanced post St Amand had

in itself no particular strength, it could not be reinforced from
the front of the arny & it did not ever command this front
sufficiently for exanple to prevent an attack on Ligny. In respect
to the first consideration it ought certainly not to have been
occupi ed by the Prussians. Under the second consideration it nmay
be i ncluded on account of its connection with the village St Amand
| a haye the defence of which it rendered nore difficult, but its
connection with this village was only at its narrowest and in the
nei ghbour hood of the castle where this castle offered the neans of
cutting off the line of defence. In respect of the front between
Ligny & La haye the village of St Amand was by no neans
i nconveniently situated; it rather strengthened the front of the
Prussian position as the French nust debouche from it at the
di stance of 800 paces under our fire of G ape? when advancing to
attack. In fact the French never advanced from it against the
hei ghts. The defence of this village consunmed a whole brigade it
probably caused no proportional loss to the French & its |oss
produced the m schi evous inpression of a |oss of ground.

The early attenpts at taking the offensive against St Amand
|l e haneau & of another attack from Ligny are by no neans in
harmony with the whole affair. The party which is on the defensive
must introduce into his



defence a certain offensive principal, it nust connect resistance
with a retaliatory attack, but this attack must only take place
when & where it can take place with advantage. If the eneny by his
advanci ng had placed hinself in the mddle of our forces, when he
has tol erably disordered hinself & can only just maintain hinself.
In reality therefore when his strength is exhausted by our
resi stance. The attack of GCeneral Jurgas by Wagnelee on St Amand
|l e haneau took place evidently too soon even to produce any
decisive result on this point alone. If this general advanced as
was the case with his attack into the rear of La haye he nust
necessarily then cone to the top & nmust find hinmself in a very
di sadvant ageous position for defence. |If the Prussians had
conpleatly occupied Wagnelee & particularly provided it wth
artillery La haye could not have been occupied by the eneny,
Wagnel | ee woul d have been a nuch nore inportant point it would
have been on account of its being situated nore in the rear very
i nconvenient to the French commander. But even after |a haye was
occupied by the French it appears that it would have been better
for the Prussians to have contented thenselves with Wagnelee &
thus checkmate the occupation of Lahaye. So |ong as Wagneli es,
Bry, & Ligny was in our hands it was inpossible for the eneny to
debouche out of the two villages of St Amand. The whol e position
appeared well suited to gain tine & to occasion great |osses to
the eneny. Only when the decision of the whole battle canme into
consideration would it be tine to advance beyond Wagnel ee, but
even then it nust be executed with nore decision. But if the
ci rcunstances showed thenselves such that a revolution on the
whol e battle was not to be expected froma retaliatory attack, it
woul d be better to omt it altogether, for in sinple resistance
the forces could be nore advant ageously enpl oyed i n defence.

Still less does the attenpt of Genl Jagow to advance out of
Ligny allow itself to be justified; the nost fortunate result
woul d have been that Genl Jagow would have found hinself in the
open plain & in the very mddle of the French division in a
situation in which he could not have mnaintai ned hinself & where he
woul d have greatly suffered.

Qur generals have too nmuch the idea that to advance is better
than to stand fast & fire. Each of these Actions belong to its
proper occasi on.



W consune our troops in standing fight too quickly. Qur officers
call too soon for support & it is too easily given them The
consequence is that wthout gaining ground we sacrifice nore
troops than the French, that we have nore killed & wounded & that
we thus reduce the fresh masses into exhausted remants.

W need not observe that it is very easy with plans & renmarks
of all sorts before us & with the events having occurred it is
easy | say under these circunstances to find out the real causes
of want of success & after thoroughly considering all the
conbi nati on of circunstances to exhibit those which nmay be deci ded
as faults, but all this cannot be so easily effected at the tine
of execution. The conduct of war is like nmoving in a difficult
el ement, comon talents can hardly obtain the line of noderate
success; therefore is it that criticismin respect of mlitary
matters should be enployed only to discover the truth & not to
censure.

If we consider the above nentioned faults, we nust also
consi der that the Prussian troops consisted nostly of Landwehr who
were just making their second canpai gn, that anbngst them was many
new corps formed out of Provinces which had either never before
bel onged to Prussia or at least not during the later years, that
the French Arny although newly formed yet consisted of elenents
whi ch had belonged to the best arnmy in the world, that Bonaparte
was the greatest general of his time with these reflections the
events of Ligny cannot appear surprising to any one. It is a
battle which 73,000 nmen | ost against 75000 by a very slight turn
of the scale after a long action & without any brilliant result to
the conqueror; for his trophy consisted of 21 pieces of cannon &
at the nost a few thousand prisoners.

14 Li verpool's note: the word in German is Schlacken which is
| ees or dross. F. Egerton's note: The sanme as slack in our mnes.



Bonaparte

The sinplest connection which we can form of Bonaparte's
original order of attack is as we have already said that he
hi nsel f advanced with two thirds of his arny (75000 nen) agai nst
Bl itcher & that he sent one third (40000 nmen) against Wellington.
The thought that Ney could cooperate in their battle could not
have occurred to Bonaparte in Charleroi on the 15 or 16, for it
arose out of Blucher's position which surprised Bonaparte hinself
& which appeared to have been what called forth in him the idea
that if Ney detached into the rear from Quatrebras towards Nanur
he woul d be enabled to nmake the victory at Ligny nore decisive. W
find this idea first of all declared in the 3rd order of three we
have inserted. 15

But as this cooperation appears only as a subsidiary order in the
conmuni cation & as this could not be otherw se according to the
general nature of the thing because Bonaparte could not know
whether Ney was in a condition to spare a single nman & as this
order was witten at |/2 past two & on knowing of the great
di stance of the two fields of battle three french | eagues nade it
very uncertain whether the cooperation of Ney was possible on
account of the tinme, it is therefore inpossible to consider this
cooperation as an original part of his plan of battle (as
Bonaparte wishes us to believe) & also that it was an unlucky
accident a failure in his original plan that the Prussian arny was
not attached before & behind at the sanme tine which Bonaparte
consi ders woul d have occasion total & inevitable destruction.

That Bonaparte instead of turning the right flank of the
Prussians & instead of mnmaking a colum advance by Wagnelee
preferred attacking Ligny with the 2nd colum & nade the princi pal
attack in this direction cannot be considered as a plan which
proceeded fromthe idea of an attack in the rear of the Prussians
by Ney & which in connection with this should tend to the
destruction of the Prussian Arnmy but this direction of his
principal attack was

15 Li verpool's note: these orders are in the original but |
have omtted them with the whole of the chapter which discusses
Ney's conduct at & before Quatrebras.



occasi oned by the follow ng circunstances.

a. As Bonaparte saw the Prussian position the Prussian Arny
had its right flank in St Armand properly so called, its center in
Ligny, & its left wing in Sonbreffe. St Amand |a haye appeared to
lay in the rear of the right wing. He therefore thought that when
he attacked St Amand & when he sent a division round to St Amand
|l a haye that by this node of attack the right wing was turned; he
wi shed also to connect with this his attack on the centre in order
that the contest mght not be confined to too small a space by
which the resistance of the Prussians mght have been too
obstinate & too persevering.

b. The attack on Ligny mnust be dangerous to the Prussian
right wing; it was therefore to be expected that it would paral Yse
the resistance there. It mght all easily happen that by this a
portion of the right wing would be entirely cut off.

c. By the attack on Ligny the natural line of retreat of the
Prussian arnmy was threatened & in case it was determned to
maintain this line of retreat the Prussians nust be exposed to
great | osses.

d. Lastly St Amand & Ligny was the nearest points of attack
to the first position of the French arny at Fleurus. A wider
circuit by Wagnelie woul d perhaps have delayed the attack a whol e
hour; noon was however passed when Bonaparte reconnoitred the
Prussian position, there was not therefore nmuch tinme to | ose.

In this manner the reasons for this formof attack appear to
have been sufficiently determ ned by the inpending circunstances &
t hese i npending circunstances are in war always what nostly govern
t he determ nation

But if we choose to consider the matter in a nore enlarged
poi nt of view, we nust ask oursel ves whether Bonaparte did better
by attacking Blicher in such a manner that he drove him towards
Vel lington, or whether it would prove better if by his attack he
had separated them the answer to this



will plainly be that the last would have had the nost decisive
result on the whol e canpaign

If Bonaparte had attacked St Amand with his right w ng,
Wagnelie with his left & had advanced with a third colum on the
chaussee of Brussells, the Prussian arny in case it lost the
battl e would have been obliged to retreat along the roman road
that is towards the Meuse & a union with Wellington in the next
few days woul d have been very uncertain perhaps inpossible.

If Blucher had arrived in the afternoon, which was possible,

& if he then in conjunction with Thiel man had been enployed in an
attack from Point du jour, Bonaparte would thus have been obliged
to fight with a superior eneny in the nost disadvantageous
position, that is having both flanks turned, on the left from
Wagnelie, on the right from Point du jour. As therefore Biul ow was
to be expected on the side of Point du jour comng from Liege
this mght have been a fresh ground to induce Bonaparte to turn
the right flank of the Prussian arny.

Whet her Bonaparte ever nade these reflections or whether his
apprehensions of being attacked on the side of Brussells
notw t hstandi ng his detachnent of Ney may have influenced him we
cannot say. If this last supposition is true then his node of
attack is sufficiently justified. If however he had no such
apprehension & if he directed the attack totally by the other
consi derati ons, we may observe that this plan is not quite worthy
of him& did not neet the necessities of his dangerous position.

W are in total uncertainty of the causes of the nmovenents of
the 1st French corps. Ganot the apologist of Ney is convinced that
Bonaparte hinself ordered its advance from Frasne, but he is not
however able to produce any proof of this. Bonaparte thought that
Ney from fear of his communications had left it behind. That
Bonaparte had ordered it forwards is al nost inpossible, for howin
this case could its appearance have created uneasiness in himé& a
suspi cion of as being English? How could Erlon again have returned
& how was it possible that in the dispositions & orders given to
Vandamme no nention should have been made of this corps? W nay
however



ask why Bonaparte as these corps was once near him he did not
avail hinmself of it to surround Bl lGcher? Mdst probably it was too
late. He seens to have first received the news of the appearance
of this corps at half past five, it was seven o clock before news
was brought himthat it was Erlon; it would have required an hour
to send the order to Erlon & perhaps another hour before he could
reach the nei ghbourhood of Bry.

But this is only an attenpt to explain the matter & it cannot
be denied that in consequence of the defective explanations of the
novenments of this <corps a certain surprise arises against
Bonaparte. Ganot nanmes Col Laurent as the man who brought the
order. Wy does not Laurent produce some explanation? It cannot be
from regard to Ney's nenory, for even if Col Laurent should
declare that he had carried no order for the further disposal of
the 1st corps, nuch blame would not arise from this against Ney.
W can only explain this darkness by supposing that the respect &
attachnment to the former Enperor closed the nmouths of those who
coul d speak.

At all events this unnecessary noving backwards & forwards of
20000 nmen at a nonent when all the forces were so necessary to be
enpl oyed, is a very great fault, which even if Bonaparte had not
hinself recalled the corps still in some deforce falls back on him
insofar as that we nust believe that the instructions given to
Marshal | Ney were not sufficiently clear and precise.

If we consider all these circunstances we nmay infer that from
the 16 Bonaparte was no longer equal to the task which fate
I mposed upon him

The Action at Quatrebras.

W have already seen how the troops conmanded by Ney were
situated on the norning of the 16th. Ney left his 2nd corps near
Cosselies & gave CGenl Reille the commssion to wait Bonaparte's
orders, he hinself hastened to his advanced guard at Frasny &
reconnoitred the eneny. Wich before noon consisted only of the
greatest part of Perponchet's division & two



regiments of cavalry that is to say between 6 & 8000 nen

At eleven o clock Genl Flaharet Bonaparte's adjutant cane to
CGosselies with the order that Ney with his corps shoul d advance &
attack. This is probably the order of which Bonaparte speaks
respecting which he says that at 1/2 past eleven, it was placed in
Ney's hand. Before the 3rd division of the 2nd corps reached
Frasne it was one o cl ock.

At this time Ney was at Frasne with 3 divisions of infantry
of the 2nd corps) & three divisions of cavalry (Kellerman & the
cavalry of the 2nd corps) altogether about 23000 nmen forty eight
guns near Frasne. He had left the light cavalry of the guard
behi nd Frasne because Bonaparte had specifically ordered this &
the first corps was still on its march

On the side of the allies the division of Perponchet was
al one opposed to him The Duke of Wellington was personally with
Bl tcher at this tinme; he then first convinced hinself that the
principal force of the eneny was opposed to Blicher & it appears
that it was now that he first sent orders to his reserve (which
had remained at the entrance of the wood of Soignies since ten o
clock to nove on Quatrebras. In this manner it will be perfectly
clear why the first division of this reserve nanely that of Picton
did not arrive before five o clock. For fromBry to Waterl oo are
three German mles & from Waterloo to Quatrebras nore than two
German m | es.

The engagenent began at three o clock & divided itself into
t hree novenents of inportance.

In the first Perponchet's division is driven fromthe ground
which it has taken up halfway between Quatrebras & Frasnes. It
| oses on this occasion four guns & falls back partly into the wood
of Bossu.

In the 2nd novenent Picton's division which arrived about
four o clock restores the Action takes up a position along the
Namur chaussee & occupies again the village of Pierrenont on their
| eft flank. The Brunswi ckers arrive a little |ater, advance on the
Chaussee of Charleroi where they occupy



a sheep fold. Now both parties are nearly bal anced for Wellington
by now about 20,000 nen the only difference is that Ney has about
4000 nen of cavalry & Wellington only 1800.

The engagenent continues undecided for two hours. The French
retake the village of Pierrenmont & maintain thenselves in the
farmhouse called Gemoncourt which is situated on the Chaussee
Ney receives the later very pressing order of Bonaparte to advance
to overcone what is opposed to him& in short to take part in the
battle of Ligny. He brings forward his reserve Jerone's division
into action, & makes the utnost effort with his superior cavalry
to penetrate on the Chaussee towards Quatrebras. He probably sends
at this tine the order to Erlon to join him upon which Erlon
returned about eight o clock from the neighbourhood of Villers
Perrinn. The exertions of the French cavalry occasion the taking
of 6 or 8 guns tw battalions are rode over & they partly
penetrate into the second line of Picton. But they produce no
general result. Pire as well as Kellerman are obliged to retire
when the fire pours upon them from all sides. Notw thstanding the
advantage in this Action appears upon the whole to show itself on
the side of the French; they continue to advance in the wood of
Bossu.

Third period. The division of Cook & Alten arrive between 7 &
8 o clock which form the right wing of the Prince of Oange's
corps. Cook's division is enployed on the right wing in the wood
of Bossu & Alten's division on the left wing towards the village
of Pierrenont; both overpower their enemes & thus decide the
general fate of the action. However the resistance of the French
is very obstinate & it is not till ten o clock that the allies are
masters of the farm of Gemoncourt. Ney retires to a position
whi ch he takes up in front of Frasne. The loss on both sides was
pretty nearly equal & was estinmated at between 4 & 5000 nen.

Ref | ecti ons.

Bonaparte & all the critics after him have raised a violent
cry because Ney has delayed to gain possession of the part of
Quatrebras till an overpowering english force advanced; just as if
t he point of Quatrebras had



been a fortress which having been once gained conpleately
fulfilled the object of the attack. The expression 'Post’ is in
this place one of those expressions which if a nman uses them
blindly like formula of Algebra lead to hollow phrases & enpty
supposi tions.

Ney was directed to stop everything which could conme from
Vel lington to the help of the Prussians. This was to be effected
either by his defeating the corps that had this intention, & by
his stopping it so as to nake its advancing inpossible. For the
first purpose a superior force was necessary for the last a good
posi tion.

As to the force against which Ney would have to contend it
was difficult for himto estimate it, it was in '"reality' not only
all what could be collected against himin the course of the 16
but also what mght be collected till noon of the 17th. W have
seen that this was pretty nuch nearly the whole united English &
Net herland arny or at |east mght be 80000 nen of it. At first he
met with very few troops both at Frasnes & at Quatrebras this he
nmust have foreseen, at least nuch fewer troops than he hinself
had, if he had defeated this small force this would have been but
a smal|l advantage, but would this have been so effectual a preface
to a general victory that he could consider it as the warrant of
it? This was inpossible!l W wll submt that he had defeated &
pursued that part of Perponchet's division which he had before him
either on the Evening of the 15 or early on the 16th, in that case
an officer Ilike Wllington would have taken his neasures
accordingly, he would have chosen a position somewhat near the
rear wwth the first reserve which reached him here, he would have
received the beaten division & by resistance have gained tinme to
draw together his other divisions & corps. The further Ney
advanced the nore he hastened the tinme when Wellington's forces
woul d be united. However bold & fortunate therefore he mght be
this must lead to a great inequality of forces & to a very
danger ous position.

Not to adopt this conclusion, we nust suppose that the arny
of the Duke of Wellington was conpleately separated by Ney was
quite put into disorder single divisions entirely destroyed & a
supposi tion which woul d be conpleately illusory.



W see by pursueing these reflections that Ney never could have
t hought by acting on the offensive to overcone the eneny who
shoul d advance on this side; but that his object could be nothing
el se but to gain the possession of Quatrebras & to drive back what
m ght be already there, Bonaparte did not require any nore from
him - W cone therefore so far as to consider the point of
Quatrebras as a very good position by nmeans of which the French
Marshal | was enabled to stop a superior eneny during the course of
t he 16t h.

Is then the point of Quatrebras such a position? Wen the
expression But' is cryed it seens inplied but this supposition is
quite gratuitous, for no one has proved it, no one has ever
asserted it, nor has any one even spoke of it in this sense. Such
an unfounded supposition cannot be allowed to exist in criticism

In order to judge of the point of Quatrebras as a position
one ought to have been there, for positions cannot be judged by
plans but there is not even a good plan of this place. In genera
however we nust say that such cross roads are injurious to a
position because it is inpossible to have the line of retreat in
the rear. But even admtting that the point of Quatrebras was a
real good position, it certainly was not a strong one & as Ney had
not tine to establish hinmself in it, so much advantage could not
be expected fromthis position as to bring a fortunate resistance
agai nst a superior eneny.

Bonaparte directed Marshall Ney to the point of Quatrebras
because in that place the two Chaussees net & therefore the road
from Brussells to Namur that is from Wllington to the Prussians
woul d be cut off. Nothing was nore natural than these orders & if
it had depended on Marshall Ney to fulfill them w thout danger he
woul d have been wong to have omtted doing so. But as Wl lington
by this appearance of Ney near Frasny was hindered from going to
the assistance of the Prussians by the chaussee of Nanur this
negl ect of Ney's has produced no bad consequences & we can from
the refl ections we have here nade boldly assert that whatever Ney
coul d have



done on the evening of the 15 or the norning of the 16 the events
whi ch could have taken place in 'reality’ would not have been
different fromthose which really occurred or woul d have been nuch
nore unfavorable to the French arny.

Ney fully attained his object of stopping the assistance of
Vel lington; the idea of his cooperating in the battle of Ligny
occurred to Bonaparte nuch later, that is to say after his
reconnoitring Blicher's position & because he had not then heard
of any considerable force being opposed to Ney. It was then too
late to execute this project. If he had had this idea on the
evening of the 15th it would have been absurd to have nade Ney's
corps so strong; He wd rather have sent a corps down the Roman
road to attack Blucher in the rear. It would have been nost
perverse to have nade Ney strong at first then to have weakened
his force, for at first he mght have naintained hinself with a
weak force but every hour increased the nunbers of his adversarY.

This whole cry of Bonaparte's against Ney is only a devise of
maki ng his plans appear nore brilliant & splendid than they really
were at the tinme of evacuation; his intentions were far nore
sinple & ordinary & it was inpossible for the Marshall to conduct
hi nsel f by conclusions which only arose from subsequent
ci rcumnst ances.

Ney could easily have driven back Perponchet early in the
norni ng & have remai ned at Quatrebras, he could easily have sent a
corps by the Namur chaussee against the right flank of the
Prussians wi thout supposing that the events at Quatrebras would
have turned out nuch nore unfavourably for him but that he could
have done this, we all of us see now, after having put together
all the concurrent circunstances which could not then be foreseen.

Movenent nmade by the troops on the 17th. Bl tGchers.

The retreat of the 1st & 2nd Prussian corps took place partly in



the night of the 16 partly in the norning of the 17 by Tilly to
Wavre. Most of the 3rd corps which began only between 4 & 5 of the
norning of the 17 was directed to Genbl oux & thence to Wavre.

The 1st & 2nd corps reached Wavre about noon on the 17th &
took their positions on both sides of the Duke having left their
cavalry as a rear guard two | eagues behind them The third corps
remai ned at Genbloux till two o clock afternoon & then proceeded
towards Wavre which is reached in the Evening. The 4th corps had
passed the night of the 16th near high & | ow Bodecee two | eagues
behi nd Genbl oux & went in the course of the 17th to Dion |le nont
while it placed itself so as to receive the other corps

Wil st the Prussian corps conpleated the greatest part of
t hese novenents that is to say untill noon of the 17, very little
happened on the Dart of the French towards their pursuit.

Bonaparte had given orders in the night of the 16th to GCenl
Pajol with his corps of cavalry & Teste's division belonging to
the 6th corps to pursue Blucher. This GCeneral put hinself in
notion in the nmorning of the 1 7th & sought the Prussians first of
all on the road to Namur It is inconceivable that the French did
not see the 3rd Prussian corps take the road to Genbloux as it
noved off in full day light, & the persuasion they seem to have
had that Bltucher would retire with his whole arny on Namur is
still nore inconceivable. This idea was partly occasioned by the
circunstances of a field battery belonging to the 2nd corps, which
arrived from Namur just so as to learn the loss of the battle &
whi ch having then attenpted to return thither was taken on the
road. However it would appear that Gouchy from whom Pajol
received his nore detailed instructions was the cause of this
absurd idea - Gouchy hinself was to follow the sanme way, but as
the troops required some hours rest Bonaparte did not hurry
hinself in the dispatch of this general but took him in the
forenoon of the 17th to the field of battle & did not let him go
before twelve o clock. Gerard & Vandamme's corps the division
Teste of the 6th corps the corps of cavalry of Excelman & hal f of
that of Pajol was just under Gouchy's orders all which together
made a force of 35000 nen



Pajol was as we have clearly said put in notion early,
Excel man was sent somewhat |ater on the road to Genbl oux, but the
two corps of Cerard & Vandanmme were still at 3 o clock in their
old Bivouac near Ligny & St Amand & it was eveni ng before G ouchy
was able to collect themnear Point du Jour.

The object of Bonaparte was so to push Marshall Bl Gcher by
means of G ouchy that he should not be able to imediately to
think of supporting Wellington, he hinself however resolved wth
the remaining thirty thousand nmen to unite hinself with Ney &
having thus created a force of 70,000 men attack & defeat
Vel | i ngt on.

As he was obliged to allow his troops to rest till noon on
the 17th he therefore could not approach Wllington before the
evening of the 17th & he could not fight this 2nd battle before
t he 18t h.

Bonaparte nust have instructed Marshall Gouchy to place
hi nsel f between Bl icher & the road from Nanur to Brussells; for
the second battle nust take place on the road, & there was
therefore every probability that under these circunstances G ouchy
m ght cooperate in it. But no trace is left of any order in
conformty wth this idea except in the relations nade by
Bonaparte hinself & those who have witten at his dictation to
which little credit is to be attached. The statenment whi ch G ouchy
makes of the novenent of the 17th carries wth it the
characteristicks of a natural truth so as to be perfectly worthy
of belief; by this Bonaparte's instruction was generally &
entirely directed towards the pursuit of Blicher & its expressions
were of a very general character. On the norning of the 18th
indeed at ten o clock Bonaparte gave a further order of this
description to Gouchy, but how could this be effectual? It
reached Grouchy when he was al ready before Wavre.

Bonaparte never thought, as he wishes us in his nmenoirs to
bel i eve, that Blicher would go towards VWAvre in order to unite
hinself with WIllington but he beforehand supposed that this
General would first wish to



unite hinself with his 4th corps & then would fall back on the
Meuse. He thought that the Prussians in the first few days would
not allow 35000 nen under a resol ute commander to approach them he
would therefore have tinme to fight his battle with Wellington
wi t hout havi ng anything to apprehend fromthem

It is a circunstance worthy of remark that the Prussian arny
was not pursued in the direction of Tilly & Gentines in which the
two corps had retired on the norning of the 1 7th but were pursued
in the direction of Genbloux where one corps was gone & in the
direction of Namur where none were gone. W can explain this
extraordi nary circunstance no other way than by considering that
Bonaparte gave the pursuit to Marshall G ouchy whose two corps of
cavalry had stood the whole day opposed to Thielman & had their
faces turned towards GCenbl oux. Had he given this pursuit to the
cavalry of the guard & to that of the 3rd corps they could have
followed the track better. The maniere large in which he perforned
everything hindered him from giving Gouchy any nore detailed
i nstructions. Even Bonaparte appears hinself to have been too much
prepossessed with the idea that Blicher nmust go to the Meuse for
himto have thought of any other direction as for exanple that of
Genbl oux or along the roman road. At last we see from a letter
from Soult to Ney edited by Ganot dated Fleurus 17th that the
pursuit on the two roads of Genbloux & Nanur nust have been the
Intention of Bonaparte because it is so nentioned. There were
plainly directions in which to disturb the Prussian arny in its
way to the Meuse but by no means to cut off its junction wth
Vel lington. |If Bonaparte had imagined that Bl Ucher neant to go to
Wavre, it would have been nore natural to have sent a strong corps
thither on the left bank of the Dyle.

The novenent of Pajol first in the direction of Namur, then
towards St Denis between Namur & Genbloux & then again back to
Magy is still too little explained. Whether Gouchy or Bonaparte
ordered this wonderfull novenment renmain unexplained; but the
result was that Pajol having wandered about with his corps & with
Teste's division the whole of the 17th w thout any object found
hinself on the evening still near Magy that is pretty nearly on
the field of battle.



Even Gouchy with the 3rd & 4th corps could not reach the
nei ghbour hood of Genbl oux sooner than ten o clock where they nust
pass the night, whilst Excelman's was pushed forward towards Sart
a Wal hain. But even this corps occupied quarters & had only two
regi ments as an advanced guard.

The entire result of this day & on his side is therefore that
the French as it were did not pursue the Prussian Arny, that
Bl Gcher uni npeded reached Wavres & was enabled there to assenble
his forces.

If we here appear to neet with conduct so very different from
that which was fornmerly pursued by the French, we nust carefully
consi der the difference of the positions. The extraordi nary energy
of pursuit to which Bonaparte owes the nost splendid result of his
earliest canpaigns; was sinply the pressing very superior forces
in the pursuit of an eneny who has been totally defeated. Upon
this occasion he was obliged wth his principal force &
particularly with his freshest troops to turn hinself against a
new Eneny, over whom a victory was still to be obtained. The
troops who were to pursue the Prussians were the 3rd & 4th corps
exactly those two which had been engaged in the nobst bl oody
contest untill ten o clock in the Evening & now necessarily wanted
some time to get thenselves into order, to strengthen thenselves,
& to furnish thenselves with anmunition. The corps of cavalry had
it is true not suffered & could therefore have been pressed upon
the Prussian rear guard; it may have been an error that they did
not do this, but the cavalry al one could not have produced simlar
results to those which the advance of the whole French arny in
their former victories had occasioned, for the country is too
intersected for cavalry alone to produce nuch effect

Bl tcher had abandoned his natural line of retreat in order to
remain in comunication with the Duke of Wllington for as the
first battle to a certain degree had been bungl ed, he was resol ved
to have a second & infornmed the Duke of Wllington that he would
cone with his whole arny to his assistance.



Bl itcher had forned the natural idea that Bonaparte had turned
hinself & his whole force against the Duke of Wllington, as his
rear had not been at all pressed by the French & he did not
ot herwi se know what had becone of them he determ ned therefore to
| eave very few troops in the defence of Wavre in order to join the
Duke with the whol e of the remnainder

This resolution of Blucher is indisputably worthy of the
greatest praise against all representations which in simlar cases
rules brought forward for this purpose & false prudence m ght
suggest, he followed the rules of common sense determined to turn
hinself on the 18th towards Wllington & sooner to go away in a
certain degree fromhis own scene of warfare than to take up with
hal f neasures. The battle which he had |ost was no overthrow, it
had only di mnished his forces altogether one sixth, with nearly
100,000 nmen he could decide the Action which was inpending with
the Duke of Wellington into an undoubted victory; to this nust be
added the necessity of washing out the spot which the honour of
his arnms had received on the 16th & to gain the honour of having
supported his ally of having supported that ally beyond al
expectation, which ally on the former occasion against all
expectation had not been able to support him no notives could
exi st nore magnani nous or which at once conbined nore fullY the
best qualities of heart & head. 16

VW will relate the novenent of Blidcher on the 18th when we
consi der the part he took in the battle of the 18th.
Vel lington on the 17 & 18.

Vel lington had on the evening of the 16 the corps of the

Prince of Orange & the reserve near Quatrebras together, with the
exception of

16 Li verpool's note: this passage seens sonewhat to reflect on
t he Duke of Was respects Quatrebras.



Chasse's division & the brigade of Netherland cavalry which
remained at Nivelles. In the night & in the norning of the 17
Clinton's division & a brigade of Colville's division arrived from
the corps of Lord H Il which had formed the right wng. The
remainder of HIlI's corps collected under Prince Frederick of
Orange near Hall

Vel lington therefore had on the norning of the 17 near
Quatrebras & Nvelles an arny of about 70000 men. He |earnt
Bl Gcher's retreat at seven o clock made his troops take their neal
& began at ten o clock his retreat to the position of Mont St Jean
before the wood of Soignee, where he had resolved to give battle
if Blucher could come to his assistance with two corps that is
wi t h about 50000 rnen.

Ney was to have advanced in the early part of the norning of
the 17 against the rear guard of Wllington, but as the Duke did
not |eave his position before ten o clock Ney could not advance.
As the Duke left his nunerous cavalry between 7 & 8000 nmen behi nd,
the French did not immediately observe his retreat; therefore Ney
remai ned quietly in his bivouac near Frasne till one o clock

Bonaparte had put in notion on the chaussee from Nanmur to
Quatrebras at noon the 6th corps, the guards, Ml haut's cavalry, a
division of the corps of Pajol, Donon's division of cavalry
bel onging to the 3rd corps that is to say his whole force, except
the one division of Grard, which according to what Bonaparte says
was intentionally left near St Armand because it had suffered too
much, but there is no doubt that this division was forgotten,
which is the easier explained as this division belonged to the
second corps, therefore none of the other commanders of corps
troubled thenselves about it & Genl Grard who had conmanded it
was severely wounded. To have left it behind intentionally would
have undoubtedly been a much greater fault than to have forgotten
it.

At two o clock this mass of troops advanced from the
nei ghbour hood of the village of Marbais Ney was w th reproaches
bi dden to advance at the sanme time. The English cavalry conti nued
their retreat the two



French columms wunited on the road to Brussells & advanced in
pursuit, untill towards evening they net with a strong resistance
at Mont St Jean & Bonaparte convinced hinself that he stood before
the English arny. Torrents of rain, extraordinary bad roads both
on the chaussee & off it had delayed the March & had very nuch
fatigued the troops so that the idea could by no neans be
entertained of giving battle on that day. Bonaparte placed his
arny before Planchenois his headquarters in Caill ou.

The battle of Belle Alliance. Wl lington's Position

Vel lington had collected his arny with the exception of the
19000 men whi ch stood near Hall, on the norning of the 18th 68000
men near Mont St Jean.

Hs position was at the Monment that the battle began with his
right on the chaussee from Nivelles, with his center behind the
Haye Sainte, & with his left w ng behind the buil dings of Snouhen,
Papel otte, & | a Haye.

Bet ween the two chaussees a gentle slope of the ground & on
the left of the chaussee from Namur a hollow way furthered the
hi nderances to the approach in front. In reality the two w ngs had
no real defences but the right was pretty well protected by the
pl aces Merbe Braine & Braine la Leude & the left by the ground
near Frischernont. Behind the front at the distance of about a
| eague was the wood of Soignies which Bonaparte & nmany other
critics considered as an abyss for Wllington's arny in the event
of his losing the battle; which however cannot have been so
circunstanced as they inmagined as otherwi se so cautious a general
as Vel lington would not have placed it so near to his rear, a wood
which is traversed by a great nmany roads appears to be a great
nmeans of preservation to a beaten arny.

The position of the Duke was in general so that the Front
consi sted of 5000 paces on which 30 battalions stood as a first
line, about 13 battalions as a second line, sixty squadrons in
third & fourth lines. & that besides 38 battalions & 33 squadrons
were placed on other points either on the



flanks or the rear & m ght be considered as reserves. The position
of the troops might therefore be considered as very deep.

Before the front lay three points: the farmhouse of
Hougounont one thousand paces before the right wng, La Haye
Sai nte 500 paces before the center on the chaussee & Lay Hay 1000
paces before the left wing. All three were occupied by InfantrY &
nore or | ess prepared for defence.

Vel | i ngton expected to be attacked by the whole French Arny
as it was possible that Bonaparte had only left some cavalry
opposed to Bl icher. He would then have had to defend hinself wth
68000 nmen against about 100,000 & nust depend upon Bllcher's
cooperation. O this he had already received the promse on the 1
7th. Everything therefore depended on his continueing his defence
untill Bl Gcher should arrive The cooperation of Bl licher when once
arrived produced its natural effect partly by supporting the |eft
flank of the Allies, partly by an attack on the right flank of the
French. The cooperation of Blucher was in each case of an
offensive nature & therefore was it the nore desirable that
Vel lington should confine hinself to the defensive & should
thereby try to exhaust all the advantages of the ground. Wavre is
two German mles distant from Wellington's field of Battle. From
the nonment that the Duke of Wellington saw the eneny appear in his
front till Blucher's arrival six or eight hours would elapse, if
Bl itcher had not put hinself in notion sooner, but in this period
of time a battle cannot be engaged fought out & decided; it was
not therefore to be feared that Wellington could be beaten before
Bl tcher's arrival

Bonaparte's plan of attack

Bonaparte makes his troops break up their bivouacs rather
late, as he would lead us to believe in order to allow the wet
ground to be sonewhat dried. He then |oses two hours form ng them
before Belle Alliance in two forces of infantry & a third & fourth
of cavalry parallel to & 25000 paces distant from the English
position. All this is at length conpleated at el even cl ock.



This passing in review at the recollection of which he afterwards
seens to rejoice, is somewhat remarkable. It was quite unusual
for it wll

not be found to have taken place in any of Bonaparte's battles it
was quite useless for the corps nust afterwards again form col ums
to attack. Instead of concealing as nuch as possible his forces
from the eneny as is wusually done & so approaching him
unpercei ved, he deploys them as broadly & systematically as
possible as if he was going to attend a public execution. W can
only make three suppositions. Either he wished thereby to increase
t he confidence of his own people, or he wished to inpose upon his
antagonists, or it was the extravagant folly of a mnd no |onger
under proper control

It is inpossible to say fromthe neasures that were taken or
fromthe turn the action took or still less from what Bonaparte
hi nsel f says respecting his plans whether it was intended to have
been a parallel attack all along the line or whether Bonaparte
i ntended to break thro the center or to drive in one of the w ngs

According to the disposition of the forces & the first
advance it appeared to be a parallel attack all along the line;
according to the greatest efforts which were nade in the progress
of the action the wish was to break thro the center. This |ast
however rather appears to have been the suggestion of nonmentary
necessity than to have been an original plan & we have only the
following not very characteristick circunstances to relate from
t he arrangenents for the attack.

The 2nd corps (Reille) supported by the cavalry corps of
Kellerman & the division of cavalry of the guns Quyot's, in al
three divisions of infantry & four of cavalrY attack the enenm es
right wng.

Two divisions of the 1st corps (Erlon) supported by the 6th
whi ch had only two divisions together (Lobau) supported again by
two divisions of cavalry, two corps of cavalry of Mlhaut's & a
division of <cavalry of the Quard, in all four divisions of
Infantry five divisions of cavalry are directed against the
center.



Two divisions of infantry of the 1st corps & a division of cavalry
were intended for the attack of the left wng

The infantry of the guard remain in the rear of the center in
reserve.

Any other reflection as to the arrangenent of this attack is
found no where. At least no intelligible one, for what Bonaparte
hinself says of his intention of attacking the left wng of
Vel lington is in contradiction with itself & with the events of
the battle, as we shall hereafter see.

O the armes & cooperation of Blicher Bonaparte had not at
all thought, as is proved by all his arrangenents. He had on the
contrary due as at Ligny in sonme nmeasure reckoned on the
cooperation of his detached wing. He had here given orders to
G ouchy as he had there to Ney but here as there too unprecise
too late - is too little in conformty wth space, tine, &
circunstances. W w Il speak of this later & we only notice this
at the present nonent because it partly belongs to the plan of the
battle, but certainly only in part, for in 'reality' Bonaparte
does not appear to have reckoned nuch on this cooperation.

The nost interesting nonent of the battle.
Vel | i ngton' s def ence.

The battle divides itself evidently in two separate acts: the
resistance of Wellington & the attack of the Prussians on the
right flank of the French. The battle that is to say the
resi stance of Wellington began about half past four & the battle
ended with nightfall that is to say between 8 & 9 o cl ock.

The attack of the French on Wllington's position my be
grouped in the foll owi ng nmanner.



Reille's corps attacks the farm house of Hougounmont with its |eft
flank division (that of Jeronme) whilst the two others remain in
reserve at twelve o clock. The French got possession of the smal
wood but not of the building. The post is supported by detachnents
from the English guards which belong to Cook's division of
Vel lington's right wing. Foi's division (the mddle one of the 2nd
corps is enployed in supporting the attack, but the French never
get possession of this position & it remains a contest with fire
arns. It appears alnost as if this had been only a feint attack &
as if Reille had ?%" husbanded his strength. The division of the
right wing is at all events kept as reserves & later is ?18 in the
center.

This attack had no result except that it absorbed the right
wi ng of both lines of the English arny & al so the Brunsw ckers who
were here enpl oyed as a support.

Two hours after this & after Bonaparte was informed of the
March of Blilow & when he had sent the six corps & the two
di vi sions Subervic & Donon agai nst the Prussians | say about two o
clock the attack of Erlon's corps begins. The principal attack
which is nade with three divisions is directed against La Haye
Sainte & that part of the center of the allies which is placed to
the right of the chaussee as respects the French & which has the
hol | ow way before it; the 4th division advances to the attack of
|l a haye, Pappelotte & Snmouhen. This last attack has quite a
different character from that on the center W separate it
therefore fromthe other & will first of all consider It.

Those places were only occupied by the light infantry of the
2nd brigade Perponchet who forned the extrene left of the Arny.
They |l ost this point sooner or later, this is not clearly decided
but it is certain that the French never advanced against the main
position, but were satisfied to continue an engagenent with fresh
arns. They remai ned i n possessi on of

17 The manuscript is torn here and only the first few letters
of the word are left. It appears to be "perhaps."

18 The manuscript is torn and part m ssing.



three places which however they appear to have only Ilightly
occupied untill Bllow advanced to Frischernont & defeated troops
agai nst these places fromhis right wing by which they were driven
out; but as the right wing division of Erlon had still the
greatest part of its force uninpeded it gained possession of this
point till two hours later that is between 6 & 7 o clock GCenl
Ziethen joined the left wwng of the English arnmy & attacked it.

The sane thing therefore happened with this advanced part of
the English left wing as with the right. Wat happened here is
nore |like a denonstration or at all events a covering of the Fl ank
of the center than a real attack

W have already said that fromthe center the attack was made
by the three remaining divisions of Erlon. As the 6th corps of the
division of Cavalry of Subervic & Donon were already turned
against Bulow the French center consisted only of those 3
divisions of Infantry & there was |eft nothing in reserve but the
corps of cavalry & the guards

Erlon's first attack was by all accounts very violent &
precipitate so that the second colum which fell upon the 1st
bri gade of Perponchet's division forces it back, but was obliged
toretire by the fire of the reserves & the charges of the English
cavalry. It suffered upon this occasion as appears a pretty
consi derabl e defeat which extended itself to the 3rd colums from
the two brigades of English cavalry under Ld Ponsonby & Vandel eur.
The French cavalry of Ml haut repulsed on their side the English
cavalry & as may be well inagined with sone |oss.

This first attack of Erlons appears to have been a species of
echauffouri which upon the whole threw back nmore than it advanced
the position of the French. As the action was by no neans fi nished
that is as the forces opposed to each other was not yet exhausted
this circunstance could produce no result. The colum of the left
flank of Erlon, which advanced against |la Haye Sainte appears to
have brought the action there to a stand still. This outwork was
reinforced by the English arny & the action continued wth
alternate fortune & alternate possession



Erlon collected his forces again & the engagenent continued
wi thout any general result & wthout remarkable events untill
between 5 & 6 o clock. W nust inmagine it to have been a warmfire
of artillery & small arns intermxed with single attacks in
col ums of battalions or with deployed battalions Cccasionally the
caval ry advanced to cooperate attacking single battalions which
wi shed to get possession again of |a Haye Sainte, thus three
battalions of the allies were destroyed & the French cavalry got
into the very position of the English but was always obliged to
retire again wthout |oss.

After the forces had consuned thensel ves on one another in an
action which lasted three or four hours the Prussians had appeared
on the field of battle & had disengaged thenselves of the wood.
Now Ney tried to obtain his object against Wllington by means of
cavalry. As on the right of the chaussee a hollow way prevented
its application, he tried to advance on the |left of the chaussee
with MIlhaut's cuirassiers of the division of cavalry of the
guards conmmanded by Lefevre Desnouettes. They cane therefore nore
than once on the bank which fornmed the position of the first
English Iine were obliged however each tinme to retire in order to
form thensel ves again. As these corps could not yet obtain their
end, the cuirassiers of Kellerman & the other division of cavalry
of the guard conmanded by QGuyot was disposed of in the same way
that is in support of the others. At this tine also the division
Bachelu from the 2nd corps was drawn into the engagenent. The
further the engagenent by the advance of Bulow in the rear of the
French proceeded, the nore did Ney exert his utnost efforts to
pierce thro the Front of the English line. Now the whol e nass of
the French arny with the exception of the infantry of the guard
was enployed & this contest lasted two hours nore that is till
seven o clock without any peculiar result. In this action the
mutual strength of both parties was nore & nore exhausted, & the
opinion is pretty general that WlIllington could hardly have
def ended hinself fromthe further efforts of the French & that he
was on the point of losing the field of battle.

But this opinion requires a nore clear definition. Wellington felt



hi nsel f about five or six o clock probably so much weakened that
when he thought of the guards which were still in reserve & when
he saw a decisive attack by these directed agai nst hinself wthout
its being turned away by the Prussians he m ght perhaps consi dered
hinself as too weak & the whole as in danger. But when you put the
guards out of the question & only consider what troops were
engaged about six o clock with each other it would appear that
victory rather leant towards Ld Wllington than towards the
French. If we also allow that the allied arny because it was not
conposed of such good troops as the French was evidently nore
weakened, that nust not forget that Wellington had 68000 nmen but
that the portion of the French army which was engaged with hi mwas
only 45000 nen. It also appears that as the French had enpl oyed
their Wiole cavalry that their reserves of infantry was entirely
exhausted, & if we think of the boundless confusion in which two
hours | ater everything was thrown there can be no doubt of this.

On the contrary Ld Wllington appears to have still had nmany
troops of which part had not been engaged at all, part had been
but little engaged as for exanple Chasse's division the tenth

english brigade (in Plan En) the division of Calaert etc. etc.

W may therefore consider this violent struggle in the center
as the last efforts of the contending parties, which was
progressed to such a degree of exhaustion that the decisive blow
was so much nore decisive & the party that was pushed to the
ground was not able to raise hinself up again. This decisive bl ow
was given by the attack of the Prussians.

But before we proceed to this there remains for us to relate
a last Act of despair in the center. Billow was victorious,
Pl anchenoit was lost, the nunbers of the Prussians continually
i ncreased on that side, one half of the guards were sent agai nst
them & still there was no probability of beating them at that
nonent Bonaparte in despair determned to hazard everything in
order to break thro the center of WlIlIlington. He conducted the
remai nder of the guards on the chaussee towards |a Haye Sainte in
front of the eneny's position; four battalions of these guards
made a bl oody attack but all in vain.

The advance of Ziethen had entirely pushed together the right w ng
of the French, the four battalions of guards were forced to give
way & the other



eight were not able to put a stop to the stream of flight &
confusion. So it happened that the whole arny to its very |ast
remai ns di sbanded, was anni hilated as an arny, that Bonaparte to a
certain deforce abandoned the field of battle al one.

Attack of the Prussians.

When Bl Gcher in his retreat of the night of the 16 & in the
course of the 17 perceived that he was not disturbed or pursued,
he naturally conjectured that Bonaparte had turned hinself wth
his whol e force against Wellington. He resolved therefore to | eave
only sonme battalions behind in Wavre & with all the rest hasten to
the assistance of Wellington who determined to fight a battle on
this side the wood of Soignies. These arrangenents were never by
word of nouth on the 17 & on the norning of the 18 Bl lcher was
able to put hinself in notion. The 4th corps (Bulow) was to begin
the march & broke up from its bivouac at seven o clock in the
norni ng, went through Wavre to St Lanbert which it reached at noon
& there united itself. It was, as it would appear already observed
in this position by the French.

The second corps was to follow the fourth & both were
destined to advance against the right flank of the French that is
to say towards Pl anchenoit by which their retreat would be greatly
endangered. The first corps was to proceed by GChain towards the
left wing of the Duke of Wllington, because the Duke being
anxi ous respecting the exposure of this flank had expressly
desired it.

The third corps was to formthe rear guard it was to occupy
Wavre with some battalions & if no particular eneny appeared it
was to take its way by Couture therefore simlarly towards
Pl anchenoit; but should the eneny appear in strength near Wvre,
this corps was to take up a position there to stop the eneny

There would by this arrangenent appear to have been about



20000 nmen for the inmediate support of the English left wing &
seventy thousand on the right flank & the rear of the eneny. The
whol e business could not have been arranged nore sinply, nore
naturally or nore practically. At nost, fault mght be found that
the first corps which had its bivouac near Bierge was sent towards
St Lanbert & on the other hand that the 2nd corps which nust first
cross the Dyle was sent to Ghain; for by this neans a crossing of
t he col ums took place which occasi oned del ay.

The nmarch in general was so slow in consequence of many
accidents that the 4th arrived at Frischernmont only at 3 o clock
al t hough the distance which it had to go was only 21/2 GCernan
mles. Several defiles, a fire that occurred at Wavre, repeated
nmusterings sufficiently explain this | oss of tine.

The 2nd corps arrived, because it followed the fourth,
naturally sone hours later on the field of battle; the first
however arrived on account of other considerations still later
that is only at six o clock on the left wing of the Duke.

It may be said that this appearance of Bl lUcher was not for
the occasion as it took place, but in a general sense, for the
problem too late. If Bonaparte had attacked in the norning, the
battl e wd probably have been decided & then an attack on the part
of Blucher if it had not been inpossible or useless would at | east
have been less certain. But we nust not forget that in this case
everything woul d have been nore expedited on the part of Bl lGcher.
The greatest part of the delays which occurred, took place before
noon & therefore before a shot was fired on the part of
Vel lington. If the Action with Wllington had begun at eight or
nine o clock forenoon Blicher's first troops would have reached
the field at twelve or one o clock

The third corps was already on the march when the rear guard

which was still on the other side of the Dyle was pressed by a
form dable eneny's force & considerable nmasses of cavalry showed
thenselves - This corps therefore for the present occupied the

position behind the Dyle in order to wait for further events.



The French assert that already they perceived Billow s approach &
his first position near St Lanbert & Bonaparte at this time orders
6th corps & two divisions of cavalry of Subervic & Donon which
stood in reserve behind the center to march in the direction of St
Lanbert & to take up a position on potence about on a line with
his right wing this was observed before Erlon's attack. Wether
this position had any mlitary strength is nowhere explained &
fromthe nere exam nation of a plan we cannot determne this. |If
it had been intended to have placed any reliance on this positions
m ght have been found nore advantageous forwards between
Frischernmont & Pajeau? & support for the flank would have been
found in both these places.

Bilow had arrived at three o clock with his tw first
bri gades the 15th & 16th in the wood of Frischernont & had there
taken up a conceal ed position which however could not conceal his
arrival fromthe French & in effect did not conceal it. He there
waited for the arrival of his other brigades. As however Field
Mar shal | Bl tcher saw that the French pressed hard upon the English
center & had apprehension | est they should penetrate it he ordered
Genl Bulow with two brigades & the cavalry of reserves to make an
attack on the 6th corps of the French. This took place at 1/2 past
four; the two other brigades followed soon after as reserves to
the 15th & 16th & thus the resistance of the eneny on account of
Bul ow s superiority & the very small advantage of the ground was
not great, but the 12000 nmen under Lobau were obliged to retreat
fighting in the direction of Belle Aliance. Genl Bl ow received
orders in his attack to spread hinself further to the left so as
to reach the village Planchenoit & to make it the object of his
attack. But the right wing of Blucher had already engaged the
eneny near the village of Snmouhen, so that the fourth corps
received a species of irregular direction whereby the force of the
attack on Planchenoit which mght otherwi se have received was
di m ni shed.

Bonaparte on his side sent the ? division of the young guard
to reinforce Genl Lobau as soon as he saw that he was obliged to
retreat towards the chaussee. The Action was now stopped because
Genl Bl ow coul d not



advance further till he was in possession of Planchenoit. A |long
contest ensued with various success for the possession of this
village. As the two other divisions of the French Quard stood
close behind this village & at different tinmes supported it with

four battalions, it is easy to conceive the long & doubtfull
result on this point, which was not entirely decided for our
troops untill the 2nd Prussian corps advanced & disposed a part of

its force against this village, whereby it fell permanently into
our hands, which may have happened between seven & eight o clock

During the contest for Planchenoit the efforts of the French
caval ry took place against the English center, & on the other side
the arrival & the advance of Genl Ziethen against the right w ng
of the French, & lastly towards eight o clock the desperate &
despairing attack of the twelve battalions of the guards to decide
the battle against Wllington. It would be very interesting to
know whet her the Prussians were already firmy in possession of
Pl anchenoit when Bonaparte advanced with this last reserve in
order to throw them into the very jaws of destruction; their
conduct would in that case have still nore the appearance of a
ganmester becone indifferent to all calculation from despair &
rut hl essness.

There is a page missing here, the following is not, therefore, a
conti nuation of the above.

of the march than from the pressing circunstances of the object;
this is acknow edged only by those who have had to do with such
things & who have had to contend with the difficulties which
present thensel ves on such occasi ons.

Weather & the state of the road, want of conm ssariat & of
quarters, fatigue of the troops, want of information etc.etc. may
even with the best inclinations reduce a march one half or two
thirds from what was thought possible when calculated in a room
we Wil only rem nd our readers of an exanple viz: that the French
after the battle of Jena & Auerstadt when they were conpleately
victorious & had the greatest reason to hasten their



novenents, in the tine also of their best warlike organisation in
their march in pursuit did not exceed upon an average 21/2 gernan
m | es per day.

If you consider that Gouchy's corps did not |eave the field
of battle of Ligny before 2 & 3 o clock, we cannot be surprised
that this corps did not reach the nei ghbourhood of Wavre before 2
or 3 o clock that is to say in 24 hours, since Wavre is five
German mles distant from Ligny by the road of Hohengroy which
G ouchy took & upon the occasion of this march very unfavorable
circunst ances occurred as we have al ready shown. The cavalry m ght
certainly have followed much sooner; but even if either had not
been useless, still it would not have had the consequences which
have been argued as like to have been produced by the corps of
G ouchy on the battle of Belle Alliance. The only reproach that
can justly be nade against Genl Gouchy is that his whole corps
was noved on one road from which the natural result was that the
| ast divisions of the fourth corps arrived in the Evening.

Genl Thiel man's position.

The third corps of the Prussian arny arrived at Wavre in the
Evening of the 17th. The first brigade of the cavalry of reserve
whi ch had been detached rejoined here. Three brigades the 10, 11,
& 12th as well as the cavalry of reserve had gone thro Wavre then
encanped near |a Bavette on this side as it arrived too late it
now forned with the 8th brigade of the 2nd corps the advanced
guard towards Gouchy - On the norning of the 18th as the 4th
corps put itself in march towards St Lanbert, Genl Thielnman
received orders to form the rear guard of the three other corps
also if nothing material took place on the part of the eneny to
follow the others by taking the road by Couture, he was however to
| eave sone battalions behind in Wavre, so as to prevent any French
patrol from disturbing the road to Brussells whilst the armes
were engaged at Waterloo. If however a considerable French corps
shoul d show itself before Wavre, Genl Thielnman was to occupy the
strong position on the Dyle at that place & was to cover the rear
of the arny.

The march of the 2nd & 1st corps from the position of Wavre
lasted till 2 o clock. As nothing was heard of the eneny at two o
cl ock the



Prussians so nuch the nore persuaded thensel ves that Bonaparte had
turned his whole force against Wllington. Genl Thielnman therefore
put his corps into columm & was on the point of quitting with the
head of it the Chaussee of Brussells when an ani mated engagenent
began with the 9th brigade & also with the 8th which was still
remaining on the left bank of the Dyle. Genl Thielman halted his
troops untill the circunstances were nore clearly developed. In
the neanwhile the 8th brigade of the 2nd corps drew off entirely;
the 1st which had stopped for a considerable tine recommenced its
march & left near the village of Linmale a detachnment of three
battal i ons & three squadrons under the command of Col Stengel.?

Genl Thielman occupied now the position near Wavre as
follows, the 12th brigade was placed behind the passage of Bierge,
the 10th to the right behind Wavre, the 11th on the Chaussee to
the left behind Wavre, Wavre was occupied by three battalions of
the 9th Brigade & the remainder of this brigade as well as the
cavalry of reserve were placed in the neighbourhood of Bavette &
wer e destined as reserve.

The three brigades which were placed in the position renained
with the greater proportion of their force in columms of brigades
as much covered as possible, & enployed only single battalions or
lines of tirrailleurs for the defence of the bridge of the river
itself, whilst the artillery was with the exception of one battery
whi ch was kept in reserve, the remainder consisting of about 27
guns was spread over the side of the valley & was well situated to
t ake advantage of the eneny com ng down the opposite bank.

The position of the 3rd corps was 2000 paces w de from Bi erge
to Needer Wavre it is not therefore too extensive for a corps of
20, 000 nen. There were four bridges over the Dyle one near N eder
Wavre 2 at Wavre one at the MII of Bierge the river itself was if
necessary fordable. On the other hand the left bank of the valley
of the river was rather high that is 50 to 60 feet steep that it
m ght be considered as a good inpedinent to the approach & stil
permtted the full effect of fire from this position. As the
country in the nei ghbourhood of the right & left wing was open &
nore in the rear afforded sone further point of support, the
position m ght be considered as one of the



strongest which could be occupied inmmediately wthout nuch
preparation

The arrangenents of Genl Thielnman was directed to this
object, to waste as few of his troops as possible, to keep up the
action with nusquetry wth the snallest possible nunber of
infantry, to produce the greatest possible result by the artillery
& thus to be prepared, if the eneny should attack the side of the
valley by stormin any place to be able to direct a fresh mass of
troops against them the real reserve was to be enployed to attack
the enenmy on his flank whilst he was attenpting to turn that of
t he Prussi ans

Acci dent occasi oned one of these arrangenents to fail.

The 9t h brigade which drew of by Needer Wavre after the eneny
had shown considerable forces, having occupied Wavre with two
battalions & placed a third behind it, marched off with the other
six battalions, two squadrons & light pieces of artillery after
the other corps instead of remaining as Reserve near |a Bavette,
in order to go by Neuf Cobaut? to Couture which was the original
destination of the whole corps. No person observed this
m sunder st andi ng, because at the nonent when Genl Both drew thro
Needer from the position, the attention of every one was drawn to
t he appearance of the eneny's force in front.

It was not till about seven in the evening when it was seen
that it mght be necessary to nake use of the reserve & upon
occasion of sending sone preparatory order to it, that it was
di scovered that Genl Both instead of remaining near the cavalry of
reserve was marched further off. Oficers were sent to see whet her
he had taken up another position in the nei ghbourhood. As these
returned wthout having found out anything respecting him Genl
Thi el man gave up any further enquiry, observing to hinself:!!
There where was heard the heavy cannonade of a great battle, the
busi ness woul d be decided, whatever mght happen on the spot of
Wavre woul d never have any consi derabl e i nfluence on that contest,
it mght therefore be perhaps better that another division should
find itself there.



It thus happened that Genl Thielman on the 18 & 19 had to
oppose with 24 battalions 21 squadrons & 25 pieces of artillery
al t oget her about 1500 nen. Marshall G ouchy whose strength could
not be exactly perceived, because the wood prevented it~ but of
whose corps at three o clock about 10 or 12000 nen are visible.

G ouchy's attack on the 18th & 19th.

The engagenent at Wavre divides itself into two separate
Acts, that is to say 1st engagenent along the Dyle on the 18th
fromthree o clock till the comng on of night, & the engagenent
on the left bank of the Dyle on the 18th fromthree o clock till
the comng on of night, & the engagenent on the |eft bank of the
Dyl e between that river & the wood of Bixansart on the 19th from
day break to about nine o clock before noon.

On the 18th Gouchy attenpted with the 3rd corps to take
Wavre & to force a passage over the Dyle at that place. The 3rd
corps which forned his advanced guard attacked Wavre between two &
three o clock with its principal force, alittle later with a part
only it attacked the MII of Bierge. But two Prussian battalions
conmanded by Col Zefrelin? which was afterwards supported by two
nore hel d possession of the town & both bridges.

The attack on the bridge at the MIIl of Bierge was equally
unsuccessfull, where the 12th bri gade defended the passage only by
sharp shooters & by the artillery which was placed on the |eft
bank. When the 4th French corps arrived (Gerard) a part of the 1st
division (Hulot) was imediately sent to Bierge, but although the
Generals, when they were repulsed at Wavre expected everything
from the attack at the MII of Bierge & on that account were
t hensel ves present at it they could not however gain possession of
this passage & the division Hulot drew off |ater between 8 & nine
o clock afternoon to Linmale where the two other divisions which
arrived much later were directed from La Baraque & whither also
Pajol with his corps of cavalry & the division of Teste of the
si xth corps al so proceeded.



Al three forces reached Linale just as it was dark, found
the place & the passage of the river undefended, probably because
Col Stengel was on the point of withdrawing & of follow ng the 1st
corps, they went therefore in the dark over the Dyle & pressed
thenselves in thick nmasses opposite to Del burgon on the bank of
the Dyle formng their first front opposite to the right flank of
Genl Thi el man.

About ten o <clock at night the 12 brigade gave the
information that the eneny had passed the Dyle at Linmale. GCenl
Thi el man thought that it was a lesser old colum, perhaps
consi sting of one division & ordered Col Stul pnagel to go thither
with all the forces he could collect & drive the eneny back over
the river; at the sane tine a brigade of the cavalry reserve was
sent there. Genl Thielman hastened hinself to the threatened
point. The attack took place in the dark, it could not however
succeed, partly because the battalion that attacked was thrown
into confusion by a hollow way partly because the eneny was
al ready too strong

Col Stul pnagel was obliged therefore to take up a position
close to the eneny in order that he being kept in respect should
not be able to extend hinself with the first appearance of day the
first cannon shots at the distance of 500 paces began. A viol ent
contest now began, in which the French advanced nethodically their
four divisions under the protection of a nunerous line of sharp
shooters & in which the 3rd Prussian corps resulted in three
different positions

First near the small wood Col Stengel? & the 12th brigade
Then between Bierge & the wood Bi xansart fourteen battalions of
the 10th 11th & 12th brigades & the cavalry of reserve whilst six
battalions remained behind Bierge & Wavre & four remained in
Wavr e.

The resistance in this second position was the nost
protracted & it was here that Genl Thielman learnt that the battle
of Waterloo was gained, as well as the destination of the 2nd
Prussian corps by Genbloux & La Hutte so as to take the eneny with
whi ch he was engaged in the rear



As these points were so far renoved fromthe field of battle that
Genl Thiel man could expect no result from the cooperation of the
2nd corps, he only hoped that his opponent had al so heard of the
result of the great battle & thro fear of being cut off would
quickly retreat. Genl Thielman made his troops therefore give a
loud hurrah & otherwise testify their rejoicings. But this hope
was di sappointed. The eneny continually advanced, Genl Thiel man
was obliged to resolve to retire further & at |length conrence his
general retreat, whilst he at the sane tine ordered Col Zefrelin
to retire from VWavre.

Genl Thielman withdrew in the direction of Louvain to St
Achtenrode three french |eagues from the field of battle & |ost
not hi ng but about two thousand killed & wounded. The 9th brigade
of the 3rd Prussian corps had marched in the night of the 18th
towards St Lanbert had passed the night in a wood there had
returned early on the 19th towards the cannon fire of Wavre &
united itself at length after passing Limale with the 3rd corps at
Genbl oux.

Battl e of Nanur.

Gouchy in reality learnt in the norning of the 19th as it
appears about the tine that Thielman prepared to retire the news
of the loss of the battle of Belle Alliance. This nade the retreat
of his opponent nore easy; for the desire that G ouchy m ght have
for small advantages was abandoned on account of the anxiety he
felt for his retreat. He perceived that he could no |onger pursue
this by Charleroi & resolved therefore to go to Nanur. He sent the
cavalry corps of Excelman before him at twelve o clock which is
said to have arrived at four, this however seened doubtfull as
fromthe field of battle of Wavre to Nanur there are six gernman
mles of road. The infantry followed at night fall in two col ums,
one by Genbloux, the other by the direct road. The divisions of
cavalry of Merin & Soult fornmed the rear guard.

The french infantry reached Nanmur between 8 & 9 o clock in
t he norning of the 20th.



Genl Thi el man reached the nei ghbourhood of Achtenrode about noon
on the 19th. He had determned in no case to put his extrenely
exhausted troops in notion to pursue the eneny on the 19th as they
were highly in want of a rest, & it was probable that the eneny's
rear guard would not wthdraw before night & thus it was
i npossi ble to decide anything. He preferred therefore giving his
troops their rendezvous at break of day near Qttenburg where his
advanced guard was placed on order to advance it in good tine in
the rear of the eneny. The march was delayed for about an hour &
about 5 o clock the cavalry began its march by Genbloux on the
road to Nanmur. The infantry foll owed.

The cavalry cane up for the first tinme at Genbloux with the
eneny's cavalry which however quickly retired; it was pursued as
quickly as possible & on the straight road to Namur but the
Prussians did not come up with the eneny till about 3/4 of a
french | eague fromthat town

Wil st Genl Thielman's cavalry conpleated the march to Nanur
in five or six hours the infantry remai ned at Genbl oux.

They met with some battalions of the eneny before Namur with
sonme cavalry & artillery. They were attacked |ost three pieces of
artillery & drew t hensel ves nearer to the town

On the Chaussee from Namur to Brussells sone nasses of
enem es troops were placed which appeared to cover a retreat.
Wi | st they were observed, a division of the eneny was seen on the
chaussee advancing in colum. As soon as this division perceived
the cavalry of Genl Thielnman, they formed squares drew artillery &
sharp shooters out on the left & with this precaution continued
their march into the town. It was the last division of the 4th
corps which arrived at Nanur a little later than the 3rd. Al nost
i medi ately after it, came Genl Pirch with the 2nd Prussian corps.
This Genl had received orders after the battle to gain the rear of
G ouchy by Genbl oux. He had marched all night & reached Mel | erwax
in the norning passing by Marannont & ? Here he occupi ed a bi vouac
& sent out patrols. As however he |earnt by these nothing either
of Genl Thielman or of the eneny he



remained there during the night, & put hinself in notion for
Genbl oux at five in the norning of the 20 when he learnt that the
eneny was retiring by that Place. It thus happened that he exactly
attached hinself to the tail of the colum of the left w ng. Wen
this had retired into the town, Genl Pirch tried to get possession
of the Brussells Gate itself & the remaining pieces of the
ranparts which joined it were strongly occupied by infantry a very
sharp Action took place which cost the 2nd corps 1100 nmen killed &
wounded & was not wthstanding unattended with any results. The
plan was forced to be abandoned the French left the town at 6 o
clock in the Evening retreating towards Donont towards which by
orders of Prince Blucher only Col ? brigade of cavalry followed
him Had Genl Pirch continued his march on Nanmur earlier & had he
arrived there before Gouchy's infantry, which m ght have happened
G ouchy would have had no passage over the Meuse. He nust have
turned towards Charleroi; this would have happened on the 20 on
this day the 1st corps of the Prussian arny which followed the
beaten troops by Charleroi, had again left this place, & it was in
t he nei ghbour hood of Beaunont.

It would probably on the news of the advance of G ouchy have
given up its advance towards Avesnes & have turned towards
Philippeville. But it is very unlikely that it could have put off
the retreat of Gouchy's corps as this wuld have reached
Philippeville probably before the Prussians & at the worst m ght
have gone by Zivet? Neverthel ess greater |osses would have been
experienced by Gouchy as single detachnments woul d have been cut
off etc etc. It would however have been quite different if the
first Prussian corps had received orders on the 19 & 20 to renmain
on the Sanbre to defend this against Gouchy. In this case on the
norni ng of the 21st 50000 nen woul d have found thensel ves opposed
to this Marshall & it is scarcely possible to believe that he,
confined by this superior force & by two rivers could have avoi ded
capitulating. Bonaparte hinmself in a letter addressed from
Philippeville to his Brother Joseph says, Je n'ai point entendu
parler de Gouchy. Sil n'est point pris comme je le crains, je
puis avoir dans trois jours 50,000 hommes. But in reality
G ouchy's situation was too little known by the head Quarters of
Bl itcher on the 19th for them to form a principal object of the
next operations in cutting himoff.



W can hardly approve of the attack on Nanur for little would have
been obtained even if the Prussians had succeeded in forcing the
passage into the town & just behind the town was the bridge over
the Sanbre which would put an end to all further pursuit. On the
other hand if another passage over the Sanbre could have been
found; as the chaussee from Nanur to Dinant runs on the |eft bank
of the Meuse that is to say between the two rivers, in a deep &
steep valley, in a perpetual defile the Prussians might if they
had gained the heights have greatly inpeded this retreat, they
m ght have taken possession from Marshall Gouchy & above all they
m ght have prevented him reaching Laon before the Allies. But it
is seldom that everything occurs in war to the greatest advantage
& the proposition which is here devel oped for Genl Pirch's conduct
is by no neans an ordinary one, but would have required a great
degree of energy.



